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Dick Shave of
Southampton is a ham radio
operator. He has been
pursuing his hobby since 1946
but he says he can’t remember
a time when he was not
interested in radio
communication.

Dick is one of the 60 or so
members of the Georgian Bay
Amateur Radio Club that sit
down at their equipment at
night and talk with a network
of friends around the world.

Oblivious to the visits of
trick or treaters, ' - > Shave
spent Hallowe’en night in his
radio sliack passing on
messages to the southern
Ontario radio net. This is one
of many activities open to
amateur operators.

It is hard to believe that
the sophisticated and
expensive equipment used
tcday had such humble
beginnings at the turn of the
century.

In the early 1900’s the
only form of radio

communication was at low
frequencies using a Morse key
and a spark coil. It was known
that higher radio frequencies
existed but it was thought at
the time that they had little
value to communications.

These frequencies were
given to  amateurs to
experiment with.

At this time, the North
American Amateur Radio
Group was formed, and
through groups like this
startling  discoveries  were
made.

These early experimenters
found that using low power an
high frequencies messages
could be “‘skipped’’ over great
distances.

Governments, realizing
the commerical and military
possibilities of this form of
communication started to allot
frequenceis for various uses

and to start licencing
procedures.
By the start of World War

1, licencing was started in

Amateur Radio Club --

Canada and examining depots
were set up to ensure that
operators met a high standard
of technical expertise.

The government felt that
the commercial, aviation and
nautical uses of the radio
would endanger lives if the
operators were not qualified.
This was the origin of the
Amateur Radio Certificate.

Upon receipt of this
certificate, one can operate on
many segments of the
spectrum, form 1800 Khz to
thovsands of Megaherz.

The amateur operator-
experimeter is permitted to
build and test his own
equipment.

Almost a hobby in itself,
the exchange of QSL or
contact cards has become
highly organized. When ham
operators make contact with
each other they exchange these
cards by mail with
information on equipment,
conditions and time of
contact. Most countries now







