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Minutes of the GBARC Meeting of September 28,2007  

Location: Owen Sound Airport The September meeting was preceeded with a flea market of radio related items 

donated from the family of Joe VA3JNA. Organized by Bernie ve3bqm the flea market provided a number of 

club members with what can only be described as excellent bargains. The club wishes to Thank Joe's family for 

their contributions to the club. The meeting was attended by the following: Gene...ve3ijd Rob...va3rwm 

Norm...ve3nbj Jim...va3cjm Bernie...ve3bqm Gary...va3fv Percy...va3bbd Jon...va3cic Dan...ve3cld 

Susan...ve3tlk Bob...ve3nx Nick...va3hv Fred...va3stg  

 

The meeting was opened by Gene ve3ijd. The minutes of the May on-air meeting were read by Gene ve3ijd and 

moved for acceptance by Norm ve3nbj. Seconded by Gary va3fv and passed.  

 

Bernie ve3bqm gave a report indicating the current financial position of the club and moved for acceptance of 

the report. Seconded by Jim va3cjm and passed. Bernie indicated that the club would receive all proceeds from 

the Flea Market held prior to the meeting.  

 

Gene ve3ijd reported that the link radio in Wiarton has been turned off in an effort to identify interference that 

the repeater system has experienced recently. Gene will be turning the radio back on as of Wednesday 

September 29th to see if the interference returns. It appears the interference has not occurred while the link 

radio has been turned off.  

 

Gene ve3ijd gave a report of this years Terry Fox Run. The following members of the club were in attendance: 

Jon...va3cic Susan...ve3tlk Rob...va3rwm Bob...ve3lkd Burt...va3aeg Bill...ve3diq Barry...va3wbg 

Randy&Gene ve3ijd Gene ve3ijd indicated the event was well attended by the public and a few more members 

from the club would have given complete coverage of the track. The event had no major events but there was a 

small medical event that was handled by club members present along the track.  

 

Gene ve3ijd indicated the club would be involved again this year in the Owen Sound Santa Claus Parade. The 

event will be held on Saturday November 17th,2007 and club members are asked to meet at the Liquor store 

and positions will be given at that time. Further details of arrival times will be given at the October meeting and 

all are encouraged to come out and assist in the event. 

 

Percy va3bbd indicated the 2007 JOTA(jamboree on the air) event will soon be approaching. The date of this 

years Jota is October 20-21st. Club members interested in the event should contact Gene ve3ijd to find out up to 

date details.  

 

Gene ve3ijd reported that this years Christmas dinner will be at the Golden Sands Restaurant on Saturday 

evening December 1st. Further details on this event will be discussed at the October meeting.  

 

Gene ve3ijd reported on the club executive meeting held at Gene and Randy's home. A number of ideas were 

discussed about the club and it was decided to stay with the current events and structures. A presentation was 
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made by Fred va3stg on the topic of being a new amateur radio operator and club member. After introduction 
by Gene, Fred explained the importance of the assistance he received from other hams as he self taught his way 

to his license. Hams such as Bob ve3nx, Deiter va3dxt and Gene ve3ijd in particular were very helpful in 

providing guidance and requirements needed to get on the air and make contacts on vhf and hf. Fred explained 

that the encouragment of his XYL was a great benefit as he achieved his basic + license. Fred indicated that he 

has had some very nice qso's on the HF bands and likes the 20 meter band in particular at this time. He has 

experimented with dipoles on 10,20,40 and 80 metres and is fortunate to have property allowing him to 

experiment with the wire antennas. Fred indicated that the meeting was a nice opportunity to put some faces to 

the callsigns he has either talked with or heard about.  

 

Bernie reported on the echolink log from May 7th to September 6th. The log has 6 pages of contacts or 

connections to the repeater thru the echolink system. Bernie indicated that the echolink system has been running 

well from his home. A question was asked if it was possible to tell if the link is active via radio other than 

waiting to hear a conversation. The question was not answered but will be looked into. 

 

Bernie gave a report on the FlowerPot Island visit this year. A small group attended this year and approximately 

100 contacts were made. Bernie indicated that the callsign va3fpi was used and it appeared a number of island 

chasing hams were anxious to work Flower Pot. The accomodations have been booked for the 2008 August 

long weekend and a change has been made were the members attending will not have to hike in their food 

supplies as the hosts will be preparing meals from an advanced list and payment.  

 

Motion to close the meeting moved by Gene ve3ijd….next meeting will take place Tuesday October 23rd at 7 

p.m. Location to be announced vial email. 50/50 draw won by Rob va3rwm 

 

 


