Minutes of the GBARC meeting of
January 22nd, 2008

Minutes of the January GBARC meeting “On the Air” January 22, 2008

The January meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by President Gene McDonald, VE31JD with the following
amateurs checking into the meeting: Gene...ve3ijd Bernie...ve3bgm Norm...ve3nbj Dieter...va3dst
Jim...va3c¢jm Gary...va3fv Jon...va3cic Bill...ve3diq Tom...ve3tsa Tim...ve3rte Fred...va3stg

The minutes of the November meeting was read by Norm ve3nbj and seconded by Dieter va3dst.

The Treasurers report was read by Bernie ve3bgm indicating the current membership at 22 paid members for
2008 with a total membership of 31 with family memberships included. Bernie has paid $127.08 for the club
post office box and moved for a motion on this with this item seconded by Bill ve3dig. Bernie indicated that
membership is now at $35.00 since we are in the new year.

Bernie reported that the Kiwanis Club has sent GBARC a $100.00 cheque for the participation in the 2007
Santa Claus Parade.

Gene ve3ijd encouraged members to join Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) as the national voice to work
toward keeping the frequency allocations. Gene reported the membership is approximately fifty dollars a year
but you receive a magazine as well as the membership allows you to send gsl cards via the gsl bureau at no
charge.

Jon va3cic reported on the recent ARES meeting “on the air” and that the meeting was a successful event with
the following members being involved: Bob...ve3rwz (net control) Jon...va3cic Brad...ve3rhj Wayne...ve3vbt
Rick...ve3rnk Jon va3cic also gave a report on the S.E.T.(simulated emergency test) that was held on
November 3rd of 2007. He indicated that the traffic passed had surpassed the expectations and was
approximately 3 times what was planned.

Gene ve3ijd gave a report on the long running ZEHR’s grocery tape program and the success that has been
accomplished. Gene thanked the members who make the effort to place their tapes into the collection box and
the outstanding effort by Susan ve3tlk who collects the tapes and submits them to ZEHR’s on the clubs behalf.

Gene ve3ijd reported on the 2007 GBARC Christmas party and Congratulations to Jon VA3CIC and TEX
VE3USI!! on the Joint “HAM OF THE YEAR” awards. Jon va3cic indicated that the trophy will have a place
at his home for six months and Tex will have it at his place for the next six months. Gene ve3ijd indicated that
he had won a 2008 GBARC membership.

Gene ve3ijd gave a update on the repeater move from the Rogers site to the Old Bell Canada tower at the
Rockford location. He reported that the equipment in the Wiarton location has been moved and the duplexers
are being retuned by Dan ve3cld. The 146.940 repeater is currently linked with the 146.730 repeater in Paisley.
The club is currently looking for UHF link radios for the Owen Sound to Paisley link.



http://www.gbarc.ca/archive.php

Bernie ve3bgm gave a report on the Echolink program running on the 146.940 repeater. There have been a few
minor problems as of late but it appears that the system is now functioning properly. Bernie indicated that the
echolink system is being used frequently and that our link number is 333014. Hams can connect using the radio
or via the web at www.echolink.org.

Gene vedijd reported that he has recently been experimenting with the APRS (automatic packet reporting
system). This system is related to the old packet radio system but has been updated to show maps with a
beaconing system that will show position and speed along with other information that is transmitted from
stations running the APRS software. Gene indicated that he is running this currently on his laptop along with a
older TNC but the system can be run using your soundcard. Information on this software can be found on the
internet for both the APRS system as well as soundcard TNC software such as AGW Packet Engine.

Gene ve3ijd reported the following flea markets are coming up, Burlington on February 23rd and Brampton on
March 29th.

A roundtable with the members who checked in was done and conversations passed on a number of topics. This
was follwed by a motion to adjourn by Gene ve3ijd and seconded by Dieter va3dst. Next meeting will be
February 26th/2008 at 7 P.M. and will be "On the Air" using 146.940 and 146.730 repeaters.

Minutes by Norm ve3nbj




