
 

 

Minutes of the GBARC meeting of 

September 23rd, 2014 
 

Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club 
 

Minutes of September 2014 Meeting  
 
Date: 23 Sep 2014 
 
Called to order at 1900 by President Adam VE3IZS 
 
Present: 
 
Adam VE3IZS, Doug VE3WRF, Tex VE3USI, Dave VE3WI, Tom VA3TS, Dieter VA3DST, Gerry VA3BWZ, Jim 
VA3CJM, Fred VA3STG, Bob VE3LKD, Gary VA3FV, Jim VE3VEX, Shane VE3RUT, Phil VE3QVC, Dave 
VE3DXO  
 
Past minutes: 
 
June minutes: had been emailed by Adam VE3IZS  
Motion to accept:  Jim VA3CJM  
Seconded: Doug VE3WRF 
Carried. 
 
Treasurer's Report: 

 
Adam VE3IZS (reporting for Bernie VE3BQM) reported that as of 21 Aug, GBARC bank balance is $2365.08.  
The balance includes a $50.00 donation from Peninsula Adventure Sports Association for our help with the 
Multi Sport Race. 
Motion to accept:  Tex VE3USI 
Seconded: Bob VE3LKD 
Carried. 
 
Dues are still outstanding from a few members. 
 
ARES Report: 
 
Bob VE3LKD brought forward a suggestion from Grey County ARES to combine their meetings with GBARC 
meetings.  This will reduce travelling, also many issues are of joint interest.  
Moved:  Bob VE3LKD 
Seconded: Dave VE3WI 
Carried. 
 
2014 Simulated Emergency Test: 
This years' SET will focus on incorporating non-ARES volunteers into ARES emergency response. 

- a "beginners' guide" will be issued (condensed version of ARES manual) 
- initial basic training will be given 
- volunteers will be asked to evaluate the experience & identify potential improvements 

Date: probably late Oct. & probably a weekday evening. 

http://www.gbarc.ca/archive.php


 
Old Business 
 
Field Day: 
 
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority Site: very nice.  The shade was appreciated as it was a very warm 
weekend. 
 
Contacts:  
VE3IZS: 32, VA3GUF: 29, VE3WRF: 26, VA3FIN: 25, VA3DLN/VE3WI: 23, VA3ILT: 12, VE3QVC: 10, 
VE3RUT: 10, VA3TS: 6, VE3LKD: 4, VE3BAK: 1 
 
Prize winners: 
GBARC Memberships: Mary VA3ILT, Dave VE3BAK 
RAC Memberships: Shane: VE3RUT, Tom VA3TS 
ARRL Handbook: Doug VE3WRF 
 
Bruce Peninsula Multi Sport Race: 
 
Report from Doug VE3WRF & Dave VE3WI: About 8 hams participated, including a couple of non-GBARC 
members.  More volunteers would have helped, because we had to relocate frequently as the races 
progressed.  Relocating would have been easier if all the hams had been issued race course maps.  This was 
fed back after the race.  Some communication difficulties were experienced, mainly inability to hit the CAX 
repeater due to terrain.   
 
All in all a fun day and a good learning experience. 
 
ILLW Cabot Head: 
 
Participants: Adam VE3IZS, Dave VE3WI, Doug VE3WRF, Greg VE3NXB, Phil VE3QVC, Bob VE3PAV, Tom 
VA3TS. 
 
Weather: it rained most of the weekend. 
 
The staff let us use a small building beside the lighthouse.  We had Doug's rig and a sloper antenna with one 
end secured at the top of the lighthouse and the other end secured to a ladder pressed into service as a mast.  
We made numerous contacts (# ?) with other lighthouses as well as hams just wanting to contact lighthouses. 
 
Despite the rain, the staff said 110 people found their way to the lighthouse.  Many of them dropped in to visit 
our station.  On Sunday, the staff brought us a large pot of tasty chili, which was much appreciated given the 
weather. 
 
The Friends of the Cabot Head Lighthouse said they would be pleased to have us come back next year. 
 
BBQ: 
 
Graciously hosted by Tom VA3TS & XYL Gloria.  About 12 folks attended & munched on burgers & dogs 
cooked by Tom, salads & desserts.  Activities included troubleshooting Dave's (VE3DXO) 2m yagi, Tom's mini 
flea market (great prices, Tom!) & FD prize draw. 
 
A good time was had by all. 
 
Terry Fox Run: 
 
Participants: Phil VE3QVC, Fred VA3STG, Mark VA3FIN, Adam VE3IZS, Dave VE3WI, Doug VE3WRF and 
Frank VA3GUF.  Another fun day and much appreciated by the organizers. 



 
Repeater: 
 
94 repeater remains O/S.   
 
Note that the VA3YOS repeater is available for use (146.64 -, tone: 156.7 Hz). 
 
There may be MSF5000 modules available to repair the repeater.  Adam VE3IZS & Dave VE3WI will follow up. 
 
New Business 
 
2015 Field Day: 
 
The GSCA Conservation Area site was very successful for FD this year, but just in case it is not available next 
year we need an alternate. We need to get sites listed on our insurance by end Oct in order to use them in 
2015.  Dave VE3WI & Mark VA3FIN will follow up with Grey Roots Museum as a possible alternate FD site.   
 
Boy Scouts Jamboree On The Air (JOTA): 
 
The OS scout troop would like us to set up a station so they can participate.  Scouts get a merit badge for 
contacting other scouts via ham radio.  The station will be set up at St. Andrews church on 1st Ave West.  
JOTA is the weekend of 18-19 Oct. but likely we will only operate on Saturday.  Doug VE3WRF will follow up 
and get back to the members with details. 
 
Run Blue Mountains: 
 
The race will be held Sun 19 Oct, start time is 0900 at the Beaver Valley Community Center in Thornbury.  So 
far we have Doug VE3WRF, Frank VA3GUF, Phil VA3QVC, Tom VA3TVA, Tom VA3TS & Dave VE3WI 
signed up to participate.  A couple more volunteers would be helpful. 
 
Winter Field Day: 
 
Date: 24 Jan 2015, starting at 1700Z for 24 hours.  Plans to be discussed at next meeting. 
 
Christmas Dinner/Luncheon: 
 
Plans to be discussed at next meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 2012 
Moved: Tex VE3USI 
Seconded: Gerry VA3BWZ 
Carried. 
 
Presentation 
Adam VE3IZS gave an presentation on his surprisingly powerful little Go-Pro WiFi video camera.  Adam hopes 
to mount it on his model helicopters - once he overcomes a tendency to make hard landings :-) 

 

 


