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GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
  

 

Minutes of  May 27th, 2003 Meeting of the Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club 

The meeting was brough to order ay 7:30 pm by President Bernie VE3BQM 

Introductions were made. 

OLD BUSINESS 

A Motion was made by Gene IJD to accept the minutes of the last meeting. Seconded by Dieter DST. Passed 

The treasurers report was given by Bob LKD.  

Since the last meeting there have been 21 new memberships which makes our total 62. 

Field Day will be at Gene IJD's. Gene or Randy will call each XYL to let them know what to bring for the pot 

luck. It will be on the June 28th weekend. Gene's home is 1 km west of Keady on the south side of the road. A 

map will be e-mailed to the members. There will be a tent and provisions will be made for the radio stations in 

case of rain. Bring lawn chairs. If anyone has a picnic table take it to Gene's. 

There will be a GBARC meeting and IRLP instruction on field day. 

ELECTIONS 

Presidient Gene IJD 

Vice Pres. Bob NX 

Treasurer Bob LKD 

Secretary Tom TS 

Program Director Jim CJM 

Past Pres Bernie BQM 

Newsletter Team  Barry WBG, Steven SEG 

Carried unanimously. Congratulations.  

The position of Technical Director is still available. 

  



NEW BUSINESS 

The new repeater is VE3GBT on 146.895- at the QTH of Gene IJD. A history of the repeater was given. It will 

be placed at Tobermory on a 150 foot tower. 

Bill Bishop Heritage day will be on Sunday June 8th at 7:30 am at the airport. We will do communications and 

will probobly be paired up with someone from the flying club. It will be a scaled down version of last year. 

The pancake breakfast will be from 8am to 12 noon. 

June 7th is the Fergus flea market. 

Canwarn training was held on April 23rd.. They are offering a revised programme and are now issuing cards 

and a registration number for Severe Weather weather credentials. 

Rose Sutherland may have tower beam & rotor sold. We will be having an antenna take down party at the 

condo and the farm. 

Henry UWD has his brothers radio equipment and will make a list for anyone who may be interested. Barry 

WBG will put a list in the newsletter and Tom TS will put in on the web page. 

Jim CJM talked about Flowerpot Island on the first weekend in August. (Sat, Sun, Mon). Jim CJM and Chris 

MUM will attend the AGM on Sunday June 1st of the Friends of the Bruce District Parks Association.  

Jim also talked about working different lighthouses eg: Cove, Cabothead, Chantry Island on different 

weekends over the summer. Information about these lighthouses was passed around. 

July 1st is the Canada Day Contest 

Please let Bob LKD, Gene IJD or Jim CJM know if your email address has changed or if you are not getting 

your emails. 

Congratulations to OKKE BOS for receiving the volunteer of the year award from the City of Owen Sound. 

Welcome to new members, Norm Pratt and Ted Mullens. 

A Motion by Gene IJD, Seconded by Joe JNA that GBARC meetings begin at 7:00 pm instead of 7:30 pm. 

Passed. 

A Thankyou to Bernie BQM for all his hard work over the past 3 years. It has been greatly appreciated by all 

members. 

The 50-50 draw of $20 was won be Bert AEG. 

The Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 



BILLY BISHOP FLY AND DRIVE IN PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

 

The GBARC was invited back this year to help with communications during the second annual Billy Bishop 

heritage Day on Sunday, June 8
th

 2003. The main event was the Billy Bishop Fly In/Drive In pancake breakfast 

which consisted of unique vintage aircraft and classic cars to go with the scrumptious pancake Breakfast. There 

were also introductory flights in a new open cockpit ultra light “Beaver” aircraft and sight seeing flights over 

Owen Sound. Thanks to Bernie BQM, Bob NX, Jim CJM, Susan TLK, Steven SEG, Stan ZON and Bill, DIQ, 

Gene IJD and Randy for the excellent work they did to ensure this year was the best ever. 

 

  



  

 

 



SWAP SHOP 

 

 

Do you have some ham equipment for sale or are you looking for something, well then what better place to do that 

then in the GBARC feedback. If you are looking for something or have something for sale just send your name Callsign 

and what you have for sale to ve3seg@rogers.com where it will then be posted in the swap shop section of the GBARC 

feedback.  

 

AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS READY TO 
HELP IF NEEDED 

 

Greenwich resident Anthony Salvate is a ham -- In the event of a natural disaster or terrorist attack that disables regular 

communication lines, a network of "hams" is being set up in Connecticut for backup. 

 

an amateur radio operator -- and he recently joined a growing number of fellow hobbyists who are getting certified to 

help emergency groups such as the American Red Cross or local hospitals communicate during emergency situations. 

 

"It's a pleasure hobby, but also a national resource in a time of disaster," Salvate said. 

 

It's a resource because, according to the American Radio Relay League, there are more than 675,000 amateur radio 

operators in the United States who have the ability to communicate with high-powered equipment able to send and 

receive transmissions over thousands of miles. Thus, when the infrastructure is crippled, in the case of an ice storm, or 

overloaded -- such as during 9/11, when phones were overloaded and antennae atop the World Trade Center were 

destroyed -- these hams can still get their messages through. 

 

"It's more of a backup," said Salvate, 49. "It doesn't replace the infrastructure. It backs it up when the system is down." 

 

Connecticut is currently the only state creating a network of certified emergency communicators, according to officials 

at the American Radio Relay League and United Technologies Corp., which is providing the funding to certify hams. 

 

To become certified, a ham must pass a course, paid for by UTC's grant, which tests the operator's knowledge and skills. 

 

In the event of an emergency requiring the assistance of hams to communicate, they would be contacted through a 

regional group such as the Greater Norwalk Radio Club, of which Salvate is a member. 

 

Depending on the emergency, hams would send or receive messages to allow groups like the Red Cross to 

communicate with shelters. The hams could do this from home or from mobile units. 

 

Hartford-based UTC set up a fund after 9/11 to certify amateur radio operators in emergency communications. The 

funding, about $30,000, pays for the certification course and was first made available in June 2002, when only 12 hams 

mailto:ve3seg@rogers.com


were certified for emergency communications. In Connecticut, more than 280 are certified now, said Jennifer Hagy of 

the American Radio Relay League, a national nonprofit group for amateur radio, based in Newington. 

 

Paul Jackson, a spokesman for UTC, said the company, which owns Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., where Black Hawk 

helicopters are made, set up the fund in part because it is a defense contractor. "We view homeland security as an 

important function," Jackson said. 

 

Salvate, a private practice physician in Bronxville, N.Y., who lives near Western Middle School, said he got certified 

because public service is part of being a ham radio operator. When the Federal Communications Commission granted 

certain portions of the radio spectrum to ham radio operators, Salvate said, the same legislation required volunteers to 

use those frequencies to help out in emergencies. 

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency, a formerly independent agency now under the Department of Homeland 

Security, has also created a Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service, which calls ham radio operators into action through 

their regional organizations during times of crisis, such as floods, tornadoes and major airline disasters. Ham radio 

operators also provide communications during large public events such as the New York Marathon, Salvate said. 

 

"You have all these hams who own their own equipment, using several different modes, like Morse code, voice, 

television, digital or amateur satellite," he said. "It doesn't cost the government anything." 

 

Salvate said he was attracted to the mystique of amateur radio at an early age by the idea of communicating over 

thousands of miles without wires or any sort of infrastructure. In the 1970s he got swept up in the "CB craze" -- citizens 

band -- and in the early 1990s he was convinced by some colleagues to get his license as a ham radio operator. From his 

radio shack at home, he has made contact with astronauts aboard the International Space Station, and with researchers 

at the South Pole. 

 

He said the hobby tends to attract people who are into communications and "tinkering," though nowadays it seems to 

have less of a pull. 

 

"With the Internet, it's more difficult to get people involved, with all that instant access," he said. "But when that 

infrastructure breaks down, they'll have to rely on the foundation: radio."  

 

AMATEUR RADIO SUPPORTS TECHNOLOGY 
EDUCATION 

 

Radio Amateurs will celebrate World Amateur Radio Day on April 18 to commemorate the founding of the International 

Amateur Radio Union in Paris in 1925 and to annually focus the world's attention on this fascinating and educational 

past time. 

 

This year's theme is "Amateur Radio supporting technology education in the classroom" highlighting the role that radio 

amateurs can play in creating an interest in careers in communications and electronics. 



 

"It is a well known fact that if young people are exposed to technology at an early age, they are more likely to choose a 

career in a technical field", Hans van de Groenendaal, Executive Trustee of the South African Amateur Radio 

Development Trust said. "Amateur Radio with its many facets provides such opportunities". 

 

The South African Radio League has worked closely with the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa 

(ICASA) to draft regulations for a new amateur radio learner's licence which will enable amateur radio to be introduced 

into schools and other organization involved with young people such as the boys scouts, girl guides and voortrekkers. 

These regulations are with the Department of Communication for promulgation. 

 

The necessary learner materials and teacher guidelines have already been prepared and will be made available as soon 

as the final regulations are published in the Government Gazette. This initiative supports the call made by President 

Thabo Mbeki in his state of the nation address at the opening of Parliament for the past two years.  

 

Today Amateur Radio is very different from what is generally perceived. Amateur Radio has kept up with new 

technological developments and combines computers with radio while innovative new software applications offer a 

host of exciting activities. Latest software applications allow radio amateurs to communicate over long distances using 

meteors to bounce signals. 

 

A number of amateur satellites offer new challenges to research minded individuals. Radio Amateurs have also joined 

the search for extraterrestrial intelligence (SETI) using their sensitive radios and antennas to search the skies for signals 

from other planets and civilisations.  

 

"To call it just a hobby is not doing justice to the opportunities amateur radio offers. It would be more correct to call it 

edutainment, combing education and technology to enjoy a rewarding past time", van de Groenendaal said. "However 

all the activities for which Amateur Radio was traditionally known are still there, the opportunity to talk to peers 

around the world, to develop friendships, to act as an ambassador for your country, and providing community services 

such a communications support during major sporting events and in emergencies are still important elements. 

 

One of the specialist organisations affiliated to the SARL, the SA Amateur Radio Satellite association is arranging a one-

day conference in Gauteng on May 24, which will introduce interested persons to some of these emerging technologies 

including SETI. 

 

To find out more about amateur radio and all the activities visit the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za or listen to the 

weekly programme Amateur Radio Mirror International on short-wave Sundays at 10 am on the 16 metre band (17 815 

kHz) or on the 31 metre band (9 750 kHz). The one-hour programme is repeated on Mondays at 9pm in the 90 metre 

band (3125 kHz.)  
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HAM RADIO TRIVIA 

 

1.    What is a CRT? 

Cathode Radio Transmission 

Cathode Resistor Tube 

Cathode Ray Tube   

Cathode Reflection Tube   

2.   "Thermionic Emission" refers to? 

VHF/UHF propagation phenomenon 
Vacuum Tube Filament Action 
Effect of antenna current concentration 
A type of RFI leakage 

3.   What does the acronym CTCSS stand for? 

Courtesy Tone Carrier System Signal 
Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System 
Coded Telegraphy Carrier Signal System 
Coded Tone Carrier Sinewave Signal 

Answers for the May edition of Ham Radio trivia 

1.  Device that compensates for voltage drop due to current flow 

2.  Bayonet Niell Concelman 

3. Double triode 

4. A detector  

 Answers for these questions will appear in the July edition of the Feedback 

 

 

 

 



MESSAGE FROM THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 

 

Have you made an interesting contact or read a really interesting article that you think others would 

like? well then what better way of doing that then in the GBARC newsletter. The GBARC 

newsletter is always looking for interesting stories so if you have one done be a chicken be a ham 
and send it to Steven VE3SEG and Barry VA3WBG and ve3seg@rogers.com   

 

From The Mailbox  

 

  

ZEROBEAT 

 THE BRUCE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB NEWSLETTER  

IS NOW POSTED 73 DE JIM COVERLEY VE3OVV  

http://www.brucearc.on.ca 

 

When in Barrie stop in at the Barrie Amateur Radio Club Meeting  

Georgian college, Rowntree Theatre 

Date: TBA Time: 7:30 PM 

 73 de ken ve3kpp  

 

 


