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FEEDBACK   

The OFFICIAL Newsletter  

of the  

Georgian Bay   

Amateur Radio Club Inc.  

P.O. Box 113, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5P1  

GBARC Meetings 
are held on the 4th 

Tuesday of every month 

except July and August 

in our CLUBHOUSE, Unit 

6 Rockford Plaza, 
Rockford On. 5km S of 

Owen Sound.7:30 

p.m.  

Breakfast Anyone?  

Any Saturday 9:00 

a.m., at  

the Rockford Restaurant.  

 

Nets  
80 metre net on Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m. on 3.783 
Mhz. Two metre net on 

Thursday at 9 p.m. on 

VE3OSR 146.94-Mhz.  

Submissions  
are always welcome.   
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Minutes of GBARC Meeting 23rd Dec 2003 

 

Attendance: Gene IJD, Bob NX, Stan ZON, Ashley XOX, Bob DRB, Steven SEG, Percy BDB, Aubrey TUQ, 

Barry WBG, Chris MUM, Jim CJM, Dieter DST, Susan TLK, Randy McDonald and Jon Skegfeld. 

Meeting came to order at 7:10pm by President Gene VE3IJD. Introductions were made. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

In Bob LKD’s absence, the Treasurers Report was delivered by Gene. Motion to accept the report by Gene IJD, seconded 

by Jim CJM. Carried 

Minutes of last months meeting were read by Tom TS. Motion to accept the minutes by 

Aubrey TUQ, Seconded by Stan ZON Carried 

International Plowing Match (IPM)  

The IPM this year will be held near Meaford from Wednesday the 22nd to Saturday the 26th of September 2004. Gene 

IJD has been in contact with the organizers and an information package is forthcoming. Gene has had contact with some 

Ottawa amateurs for info on how they held their IPM and have offered to discuss their efforts with us. A Meeting will be 

held Wednesday January 14th in Rockford. A special guest speaker will come and give a presentation on IPM 2003 in 

Ottawa. He will fill us in on what is required and how many hams we need to make this fly. I'm asking everyone to come 

and see and then volunteer some time next summer if it's decided that we can supply our services. He's also got a power 

point presentation on computer. 

http://www.ipm2004.ca/ 

Youth Group 

The ball is now in Georgian College’s court. Norm submitted a proposal and we are awaiting their reply. 

Zehr’s Tapes 

Susan TLK reports the zehr’s grocery tape box is working well. The ratio is 450-1, which means that for every $450 in 

grocery tapes, we get $1. Last year we earned about $50. 

Wiarton Airport 

Doug Sykes has not heard back from Nav Canada about GBARC getting on the 100 foot tower. However, VE3GBT 

146.895-, repeater is up and working with the beam facing north to prevent interference to 146.900 in Michigan. 

On a side note it was mentioned that VA3CRV 147.165+ in Paisley is now back on the air at 1/8 watt. A long term project 

is to provide a link from Kincardine to Paisley then Owen Sound and then onto Wiarton. 



Christmas Dinner 

About 40 attended this years Christmas dinner. A 

nice meal and an enjoyable time especially since 

none of us had to clean up. We had a speech by 

our president Gene, door prizes and Stan 

VA3ZON was acclaimed to be this years recipient 

of the coveted  

GBARC Amateur of the Year Award.  

  

  

 

 

Congratulations Stan for your many years 

as a GBARC supporter and for your efforts 

towards the betterment of Amateur Radio 

for all. 

WNYSORC  

Gene updated the attendees as to the recent changes to GBT. Motion by Ashley XOX seconded by Dieter DST to send 

WNYSORC  $10 as membership.Carried 

Santa Claus Parade attended by 15 hams. The Kiwanis Club were thanked for their donations to the club for our help at 

the annual Santa Claus parade but informed them that while their offering is appreciated, it is not required. GBARC is 

happy to support this function.  

SET EXERCISE 

 Bob DRB gave a report on the recent SET exercise. Concept great, reasonably well organized but not enough 

participation.  

Radio Course.  

To date we do not have enough instructors to teach the course. Two or three will do it. If the course starts around the 

beginning of April, a 12 week course could be finished by Field Day.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Bob NX is our new delegated examiner 

Callsign for Flower Pot Island VA3FPI is available. After a discussion a motion Susan TLK seconded by Steven SEG to 

purchase this call. Carried 



Boy Scouts will be at Harrison Park on Jan 31st for their annual campout.  

GOTA 

(Guides on the Air) GBARC will participate in this event at Camp Aneesh. This is to celebrate Baden Powell week.  

Condolences from the club were extended to Norm NBJ on the recent loss of his father.   

Adult Learning Festival  

Susan TLK spoke about the adult learning festival which will be held at OSCVII this June. More news later as things are 

firmed up. 

GRADE 5 Hepworth 

Susan TLK spoke about her grade 5 class and their interest in radio. They are planning a day in January to go on the air 

on 2 metres. She asks that as many hams as possible take a sec to check in and give the kids something to listen to. 

Susan will get the date a time firmed up.  

Phone Tree 

Gene reports that the phone tree is almost done.  

50-50 draw won by Percy BBD 

Motion to adjourn Bob DRB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Foale Speaks via Ham Radio to Students at his Alma Mater 

 

NEWINGTON, CT, Feb 3, 2004--International Space Station Expedition 8 Commander Mike Foale, KB5UAC, 

has told students at The King's School in Canterbury, England, that he believes human spaceflight has some 

significant advantages over robotic space exploration. The British-born Foale, who once attended the school, 

answered a dozen questions during a January 28 school group QSO with NA1SS arranged through the Amateur 

Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program.  

"When the people get there they actually have to experience it firsthand, they can communicate it better," Foale 

said of human space exploration, "but most important they can understand the unusual things in a way that the 

robots never could." He also pointed out that people are very good at fixing things that go wrong, and added, 

"that's something I do quite a lot of up here."  

In reply to a question about how well his training on Earth prepared him for living in space, Foale said his pre-

flight training was sufficient to learn the technical aspects but was unable to truly replicate the environment of 

space--"the weightlessness, the view, and the brightness of the sun and the darkness of space."  

Foale said he enjoys gazing down at Earth but when the ISS is on the dark side of the planet, he cools down 

after exercising by looking at the galaxy. "You can see the Milky Way from up here, and it is absolutely 

tremendous," he said. "The stars have different colors--reds and greens and blues and yellows."  

Foale said he believes a new phase in spaceflight is on the horizon. "I think the most significant one will be 

commercial spaceflight," he told the students. President George Bush's recent call to refocus NASA's goals 

toward landings on the moon and Mars set a tone that he hopes the rest of the world will follow, Foale said.  

Founded in 579 AD, The King's School is a coeducational boarding and day school for students of high school 

age. Before going into space, Foale visited the school, which has named a prestigious award after him for 

outstanding achievement in and enthusiasm for science. Students at the school have been closely following 

Foale's tour of duty aboard the ISS since he went into space last October.  

At the school, control operator Carlos Eavis, G0AKI, used the call sign GB4FUN, which was borrowed from 

the Radio Society of Great Britain for the occasion. Among those on hand were the Lord Mayor of Canterbury, 

school dignitaries, representatives of the RSGB and AMSAT-UK, other students and members of the news 

media.  

The ARISS contact received media coverage from three TV outlets as well as from two radio stations and a 

newspaper.  

The next scheduled ARISS school group contact is set for February 4 with youngsters at the James F. Bay 

Elementary School in Houston. ARISS is an international educational outreach program with US participation 

from ARRL, NASA and AMSAT.  

NASA reports the ISS crew spent much of the past weekend dealing with the arrival of the Progress 13 resupply 

flight. Foale and Expedition 8 Flight Engineer Sasha Kaleri, U8MIR, opened the hatches between the Progress 

and the ISS Zvezda Service Module following leak checks. Included in the newly arrived cargo was a new flex 

http://www.rac.ca/ariss
http://www.rac.ca/ariss


hose for the Earth observation window in the Destiny Laboratory Module. A small leak in the old flex hose was 

responsible for the slight pressure decay aboard the ISS in late December and early January. The flex hose helps 

to vent air and condensation from the window. 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP   

 

 
Those of you who attended the Field Day version of the general GBARC meeting heard me speak of a youth 

group supported by GBARC. In the past, too much time and effort putting together very good training sessions 

resulted in new hams (young & old) not getting on the air or some not even being heard from again. Some of these 

fine recruits were sons or daughters of our own members.We all recognize    that topics heard on most of our 

repeaters are not youth related. I'd like you to try and  help me change that.  

 

My ideas would be to: 

  

1 Have a meeting of the "minds" with some interested young attending 

2 Organize a group of youth with a maximum age limit (19) 

3 
Have them run for office and set up a typical slate of Officers, including a Pres,vice Pres,Sec, and  

Program director and a liaison back to the main GBARC 

4 
Have GBARC show a financial commitment to them for funding of start-up projects (set up a limit) 

5 Have a meeting place and time to possibly coincide with our general meetings with the youth splitting 

away for their own meeting 

6 
Give them time for CW practice on the GBARC repeater for those who want to upgrade licenses 

7 Have a GBARC committee that will assist with projects and general youth activities other than the 

present GBARC executive 

8 Any other ideas that arise from point # 1 

  

  
Now that you're reading this, please think about how YOU can commit to such a worthy cause 

such as keeping this club alive with youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SWAP SHOP 

 

For Sale 

Icom ICA20 for sale.....good condition 

including charger, and HS10 SB headset and service manual plus operating manuals 

 Asking $200.00 if you are interested contact John at ve3amz@sympatico.ca or 

John J. Riddell,  VE3AMZ 

451 Cedarcliffe Dr., 

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

N2K 2J1 

Do you have some ham equipment for sale or are you looking for something, well then what better place to do that then 

in the GBARC feedback. If you are looking for something or have something for sale just send your name Callsign and 

what you have for sale to ve3seg@rogers.com where it will be posted in the swap shop section of the GBARC feedback 

and on the GBARC Web Page.  

 

 

 

HAM RADIO TRIVIA 
 

1.   What is IR compensation? 
Amplifier circuit used to boost Infra-Red diode output. 
Device that compensates for voltage drop due to current flow 
A red lens designed to filter emitted IR light. 
Night vision sensitivity control. 
 
2.   Which of the following is not an amplifier?  
Drake L 4 B 
Heathkit SB-220 
Yaesu TM-2100 
Collins 30-L-1 
 
3.   What is the purpose of a Smith Chart ? 
Determine Impedance/Admittance 
Determine propogation/MUF 
Calculation of current density 
Determining radial spread 

 



Answers for the October edition of Ham Radio trivia 

1. Height Above Average Terrain 

2. An amplifier 

3. Technique used in tuning manually tuned TX for proper operation 

Answers for these questions will appear in the February edition of the Feedback 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 

 
Have you made an interesting contact or read a really interesting article that you think others would like? well 

then what better way of doing that then in the GBARC newsletter. The GBARC newsletter is always looking 

for interesting stories so if you have one done be a chicken be a ham and send it to Steven VE3SEG and Barry 

VA3WBG at ve3seg@rogers.com   

 

From The Mailbox 

 

ZEROBEAT 

 THE BRUCE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB NEWSLETTER  

IS NOW POSTED 73 DE JIM COVERLEY VE3OVV  

http://www.brucearc.on.ca 

 

When in Barrie stop in at the Barrie Amateur Radio Club Meeting 

Georgian college, Rowntree Theatre 

Date: TBA Time: 7:30 PM 

 73 de ken ve3kpp 

 
 

mailto:ve3seg@rogers.com

