* pliil\ \T[\‘ITG Dnl\viinvtT 0“1 q

<

&
Wio VY

Anmnouncememnts

GBARC PRESIDENT QUEST

We had one positive reply to our email requests for persons willing to stand for nomination as President. Frank
Gufler VA3GUF is therefore declared elected by acclamation as GBARC President for a two-year term
beginning immediately and ending 31 Dec 2018. Frank, we're all grateful that you care enough about the club to
step up and take on this position.

To all members: WE WILL ALL NEED TO SUPPORT FRANK. His dual roles as GBARC President and
Grey Co. ARES EC will be a heavy workload.

73
Dave, VE3WI

Minutes of GBARC Meeting
24t January 2017

Meeting called to order by Dave VE3WI at 1900 hrs

Attendees (Executive)

Dave VE3WI, Bernie VE3BQM, Doug VE3WRF, Christine VA3CAQ, Scott VA3EXO, Bobby VE3PAV, Philip
VE3QVC, Adam VE3IZS, Jim VE3VEX, Peter VE3GW?Z, Dieter VA3DST, Paul VE3EFQ, Carson VA30SO, Frank
VA3GUF, Greg VE3RQY, Bob VE3LKD

Do we have a Quorum-NO

A quorum shall consist of at least three full members in good standing who are not members of the executive committee, plus at least three members of the executive committee. No

motions shall be considered or voted on at a general meeting unless a quorum is present.
Minutes of Last Meeting
Minutes of last meeting -posted on web site and included in the January newsletter

Motion to accept Adam VE3IZS 2" Bernie VE3BQM. No quorum



Treasurer’s Report Bernie VE3BQM
As of Jan 24, 2017 balance s $XXXX.XX Actual dollar amounts are only disclosed at meetings Motion to accept -No quorum
ARES Report

- Frank VA3GUF is our new ARES EC.
- ARESGREY.NET website is being shut down and all ARES notices, etc will be available through the Club

website www.gbarc.ca .
- Itis recommended that ALL ARES members take the EC course. We have had one member, Paul VE3EFQ

take and pass the course already.

- Frankis presently studying the ARES organization in Grey Cty and is preparing a full report on reforming
the operations including gathering a complete list of available equipment and repeater sites. Any ham
interested in being an ARES member is asked to forward a completed application form to Frank.

- Frank spoke about intercounty operations with Simcoe, Bruce, Wellington, Dufferin and mutual aid with
them.

Old business

- Winter Field Day Jan 28-29
Frank is hosting. See website for directions.

- Scouts Winter Camp Jan 28
Doug and Carson are hosting Scouts at Harrison Park in Owen Sound. All welcome. Two stations will be

activated to show Scouts ham radio and portable winter operation. Stations will loosely operate as FD
stations using VE3OST.

- Canada 150/ Owen Sound 160
OS Council has approved our use of the Bayshore Arena site for Summer FD. The usual fee has been

waived. They will need a new insurance certificate. There has been no progress on other events.
New business
- From the Exec meeting Sunday Jan 22

- President
Carson has resigned. Dave VP will continue in the short term, but cannot serve another full term due to

personal and family issues. We have deemed that the election process started last fall is NOT complete
and the President position needs to be filled. Process: all members will be polled by email to determine
who are willing to stand for election. A website nomination form for those members will be put on the
website for 1 week. If more than 1 nomination, a voting form will then be put on the website for 1
week. Winner will take office immediately. Target for completion is February 28, 2017.

- Accredited Examiner
Bob Vary VE3NX has resigned as our Examiner. He will be moving to PEI. Our thanks to him for being

our Examiner for so long.


http://www.gbarc.ca/

- GBARC Operating Manual
We have started to document the functions and duties of Executive members. We will also need to

define other functions and duties of other members e.g. Public Information Officer — media relations,
social media, etc. We will also need to capture all planning and running details of different events,
including the contact people so we don’t have to relearn it each year. After each event we will record
how the event was planned and conducted, lessons learned, etc. All this information will be kept on
the website for future use and improvement.

- CANWARN Seminars
Grey County to hold a CANWARN Seminar. More info to follow. It is recommended that all ARES
members and GBARC members attend.

- GBARC Canada 150 Challenge. See website for details. Scott/Christine are convening this challenge

Presentation

Carson VA30SO presented the ElImer Award to Dave VE3WI, Tom VA3TS, Adam VE3IZS and Doug
VE3WREF for their assistance, guidance and support to Novice Operators.

Close
- 20:05hrs Motion by Bernie VE3BQM, 2" Philip VE3QVC. — No quorum
Tech Topic
Adam made a presentation/show and tell on LiPo batteries
Next Meeting
February, 27, 2017 at 1900hrs at the Owen Sound Professional Building, 3™ Ave E, Owen Sound.

Tech Topic for next meeting will be Anderson Power-Pole workshop and a short video on hand crafted
vacuum tubes

Tom VA3TS taken by Doug VE3WRF
Secretary



Agenda for the next meeting

Election of Club President
Appointment of Delegated Examiner
VE3OST Repeater

Topic of discussion Anderson PowerPole workshop and a short video on hand crafted vacuum tubes
If you have items to add then please contact the webmaster

Recent Activities

Winter FD Jan 28-29, 2016

VA3GUF Frank and his wife graciously hosted Winter Field day this year at their home just outside Owen
Sound. During the day, almost a foot of snow fell making the roads difficult to drive; so a number of members
were unable to attend. Those who attended enjoyed great food, company and use of VA30SO Carson's new
radio, a ICOM IC-7300.

Two stations were operated. One operated as a '"Home' station and one as an 'Outdoor’ station. Many contacts
were made on 80m, 40m and 20m.

Most notably, an Antarctica station, KC4AAA, was contacted on 40m at 0605 UTC by Bobby VE3PAV and Paul
VE3EFQ using 50w on a 20/40/80m linked dipole in an NVIS inverted 'v' configuration. The radio used to
contact Antarctica was operated from the outdoor station powered by a lithium iron phosphate LiFePO4
battery. The operator in Antarctica was a member of the Ice-Cube South Pole Neutrino Observatory, a
research centre with sensors under 1000s of metres of ice that are used to detect neutrinos. You can read
about this research here: https://icecube.wisc.edu/

An ONTARS check in by VE3EFQ, using only half a watt, was also made on the same antenna when linked up
for 80m.

VE3PAV Bobby and VE3EFQ Paul camped out overnight in Paul's tipi, which has a collapsible, lightweight
wood-stove inside. They reported it was very warm!

VA30SO0 Carson showed the members some digitals modes, including JT65, PSK31 and WinLink Global Radio
Email just remember to check your 'spam' or 'junk' email folder else you may think the email did not come.

All the above events were punctuated with discussions about radio and antenna theory, batteries for portable
operation, as well as how the local ARES group should prepare and organize itself.

In attendance: VA3GUF Frank, VE3IZS Adam, VE3EFQ Paul, VE3QVC Philip, VE3PAV Bobby, and VA30SO
Carson.


https://icecube.wisc.edu/

A great time was had by all: thanks to Frank and his wife Marie Claude. Article and photos by VA30S0O, VE3EFQ




Winter Scout Camp Jan 27-29, 2016 in Harrison Park.

VA30SO0 Carson, VE3EFQ Paul, and VE3QVC Philip established a station at the Owen Sound Winter Scout
Camp. The station consisted of a 20m dipole and a ICOM IC-7300. A number of kids were interested. A few sat
down and tried the radio, finding it easy to tune stations using the on-screen waterfall to identify the signals.
We spoke with some of the scout leaders, parents, and kids, sharing our enthusiasm for amateur radio.

VE3EFQ showed the kids the digital mode PSK31 and how it could be decoded using software on an Android
phone. A past club member, VE3DGP Bill, was at the event and introduced himself to the participating
members.

We established contact with a leader, Andrew, of the Owen Sound Scouting chapter about a future
partnership for its upcoming camp. This future camp has a special theme: space. We explained how amateur
stations may contact satellites and the international space station's ARISS http://www.ariss.org/ radio and
packet modem see, http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19 ... m ver2.pdf. A leader from Keswisk Ontario
stated that modern scouts are advocating STEM science, technology, engineering, and mathematics goals in its
training; radio address every component of STEM. Hence it would be prudent to follow up with these local
contacts about some future, local collaboration. Article and photos by VA30SO, VE3EFQ



http://www.ariss.org/
http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/k9jkm_2012_symposium_ver2.pdf

Upcoming Events

Ontario QSO Party This Contest Club Ontario event is held annually on the third full weekend of April
15™ and 16%™. In the contest, Ontario stations contact as many amateur radio stations as possible both in
Ontario and world-wide. In past years we have gathered in one members shack and operated had great
conversations and a nice meal. We are looking for someone to host this event, any takers? Go to the signup
page here.

During solar minimums helpful hints:

1 Take one end of your dipole loose and give it a good whip-lash shake to knock down the standing
waves.

2 Take your rig and/or microphone up on your tower or top of your house to get out farther.

3 Men, wear very tight pants and sit forward on your chair for optimum voice pitch to be heard farther.

4 Lay your mechanical watt meter on its side so the needle falls down when you key up. Your watts have
less gravity to overcome.

5 Every 10 feet on your dipole tape a Depends pad to give standing waves a place to sit. It keeps them
lower.

6 When chased by a bear, you only have to outrun ONE guy also being chased. Have weak signal friends!

7 Rotate the wire on your dipole so the unused down side is up once in a while to even out your signal.

8 Remember ALC = Allow Loud Calls. High ALC transmit helps pump up the receiving capacitors in your
rig to hear weak signals!

9 When receiving weak signals in noise, rotate your rig slightly to null out interference.

10 Wearing a large hubcap on your head keeps your modulation down at microphone level for more get
out power.

ky5u


http://www.va3cco.com/oqp/index.htm
http://www.gbarc.ca/activity_signup.php

Feedback

Just thought I’d include a picture of my new station setup, the latest gear all within easy reach...are you jealous
yet?




We would be happy to receive announcements of your clubs activities or messages of any kind to be included
here. Please send your submissions to Tom VA3TS webmaster@gbarc.ca

Websites of Interest

NEW to Software Defined Radio, here is a primer http://luaradio.io/new-to-sdr.html
ADALM-PLUTO: A New $149 TX Capable SDR with 325 — 3800 MHz Range, 12-Bit ADC and 20 MHz Bandwidth
Brandmeister DMR Master Server



mailto:webmaster@gbarc.ca
http://luaradio.io/new-to-sdr.html
http://www.rtl-sdr.com/adalm-pluto-new-149-tx-capable-sdr-325-3800-mhz-range-12-bit-adc-20-mhz-bandwidth/
https://dmrx.net/brandmeister.html

