
 

 

 The Official Newsletter of the Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club 

  

 

GBARC has been granted the special callsign VC3OS for our use throughout all of 2017 to commemorate 

the sesquicentennial as well as the 160th anniversary of the City of Owen Sound.  All Canadian Radio Amateurs 

can use special call sign prefixes, CF, CG, CH or CI to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canada's 

Confederation, full details at http://wp.rac.ca/special-event-canada150/ 

Carson VA3OSO has resigned as President. Dave VE3WI will will carry on in the short term, and will be 

asking approval for a temporary amendment to the Constitution to allow us to hold a non-scheduled Presidential 

election.   

Bob VE3NX has resigned as Delegated Examiner as he has sold his home and is moving. Best wishes for Bob 

and Toni in their new endeavours. 

 

GBARC Challenge 
To encourage participation and challenge GBARC members by way of Amateur Radio Operations in celebration of the 

Canada 150 anniversary. This is a fun activity meant to engage and promote Amateur Radio within Canada and the 

GBARC membership. We are encouraging all GBARC members to participate in this Canada wide QSO at our club level.  

General Rules: 

 

Obtain 1 QSO contact per Province or Territory (13) in Canada, 1 point per QSO will be awarded using 

any mode of operation on any band between February 1 and Dec 1/2017.  

 

A minimum of 10 points is required to complete this challenge.  

 

 However, you don't have to stop here, we are also looking for: 

 

Top QSO Point Score which will include an operator with the minimum of 10 contacts (identified above) as 

well as their total number of QSO contacts within Canada during February 1 and Dec 1/2017. 

Any mode of operation can be used. (CW, QRP, PSK, EHCO Link Voice etc) 

Any band of operation is permissible. (2M, 70CM, 6-160MHZ etc) 

** Record all of your contacts using the format attached and email your completed   QSO contact form(s) 

to srobinson@criticom.ca each month. These results and any information updates will be posted on the 

GBARC Forum for your interest.  

 

For more details go here:  http://gbarc.ca/bb/viewtopic.php?f=29&t=157 

http://wp.rac.ca/special-event-canada150/
http://gbarc.ca/bb/viewtopic.php?f=29&t=157


 

 

 

Meeting called by Dave (VE3WI) at 1900 hrs 

Attendees 

Dave (VE3WI), Doug (VE3WRF), Carson (VA3OSO), Deiter (VA3DST), Kevan (2E0WMG), Bernie 

(VE3BQM), Philip (VE3QVC), Ian (VE3MUD), Paul (VE3EFQ), Bobby (VE3PAV), Dennis (VE3VOS), Bill 

(VA3XBC), Frank (VA3GUF), Greg (VE3RQY), Tom (VA3TS) 

 

Minutes of Last Meeting 

Minutes of last meeting (posted on web site). Motion to accept Phil. Second Bobby. Accepted.  

 

Treasurer’s Report (Bernie VE3BQM) 

As of Nov 22, 2016 balance is $ xxxx.xx . Motion to accept Tom , 2nd Dennis  Accepted. 

 

ARES Report (Frank VA3GUF) 

Frank has been busy learning the job, locating and cataloguing all ARES Grey equipment. Frank also has plans 

to rework the ARES Grey website. 

 

Old business  

Elections 

Due to some nominations being withdrawn, all positions were acclaimed. Congratulations to Carson (VA3OSO) 

- President and Tom (VA3TS) – Secretary. Bernie (VE3BQM) was once more acclaimed as Treasurer and Dave 

(VE3WI) moved to Vice-President. 

Insurance 

Forms have been submitted to RAC and Invoice received. Bernie to mail cheque Nov 23, 2016. Insurance costs 

are about the same as last year. All members are encouraged to become RAC members as this will lower our 

GBARC membership costs. 

 

New business  

Dues 

Membership dues will cost more if not paid by Dec 31, 2016 

Xmas Luncheon 

Dec 10, 2016 1200hrs at Asian Buffet. Dave to give Asian Buffet final count within next couple of days. 

Winter FD 

Jan 28-29, 2016 

Still need host. Contact Dave/Carson if you can host. 

Winter Scout Camp 

Jan 27-29, 2016 in Harrison Park. Doug to co-ordinate. We will use club call VE3OST. Paul and Carson to set 

up as if winter camping and operate outside. Doug to set up in warm-up building. Stations to operate “loosely” 

as FD stations. Main aim is to expose youth/leaders to ham radio. 

QSL Cards 

GBARC received a request from a SWLer to provide a QSL Card confirming contacts made during ILL 

Weekend at Cabot Head. 

OS 160/Canada 150 

No further update. Dave to contact Doug Cleverly from OS City Hall. 

Distracted Driving 

RAC still looking for more letters of support.  



 

 

GBARC has submitted letters from: 

Run Blue Mountains – Thornbury;  

Bruce Peninsula Multisport Race – Wiarton;  

OS Fire and Emergency – OS;  

Grey County Emergency Management – OS;  

Town of the Blue Mountain Fire and Emergency – Thornbury;  

Terry Fox Run has been contacted but no reply.  

Municipality of Saugeen Shores;  

Municipality of Kincardine;  

County of Bruce Emergency Management;  

Municipality of Southgate;  

Municipality of Grey Highlands;  

and other municipalities need to be contacted. Perhaps Tim VE3RTE and Frank VA3GUF could help. 

President’s “Out Reach” Challenge 

A few former members have been contacted and a few potentially new members have been contacted. 

 

Close 

- time 1955 hrs  

-Motion by Dave 2nd Bernie . - Accepted 

 

Presentation 

-Bernie made a presentation about Echolink. With demos on how to connect via cell/pad/laptop/desktop and via 

transceiver. 

 

Next Meeting 

-Tuesday Jan 24, 2017 1900 hrs at OS professional Building 3rd Ave E, OS. Enter from 4th Ave E parking lot. 
 

Doug VE3WRF Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Discussion on Canada 150 Club Competition 

Winter FD Jan 28-29, 2016 Frank VA3GUF and his xyl Marie-Claude to host 

Winter Scout Camp Jan 27-29, 2016 in Harrison Park.  

Election of Club President 

Appointment of Delegated Examiner 

Topic of discussion Adam IZS will be doing a presentation on LiPo / Lithium Polymer batteries. 
 

If you have items to add then please contact the webmaster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

    
 

This year’s Christmas luncheon was a big success with about 40 in attendance. Many thanks to the organizers, 

those who donated door prizes and those that attended. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Carson VA3OSO (right), pictured receiving the coveted GBARC amateur of the year award 

from Dave VE3WI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Winter Field Day 
January 28 & 29th 2017 

 

Winter Field Day 2016 (January 28th & 29th) will be held at the QTH of Frank VA3GUF at 758240 Girl Guide 

Rd., Owen Sound, ON, N4K5N7. Winter Field Day runs for 24 hours during the last full weekend in January 

each year from 1900 UTC (2pm EST) Saturday to 1900 UTC (2pm EST) Sunday. For 2017, the dates are 

January 28th and 29th. Station set-up may commence no earlier than 1900 UTC (2pm EST) on Friday, January 

27thfor no more than 12 hours total. For full details go here …  

https://www.winterfieldday.com/app/download/765078768/WFD2017Rules.pdf. 

 

   
 

                              2015                                                                               2013 

 

Scouts at Harrison Park 
January 28 & 29th 2017 

 
The Owen Sound Scouts will be at Harrision Park and we will set up a station and demonstrate radio 
and also participate in their Winter Camp 2017. VE3WRF Doug and VA3OSO Carson will be setting 
up the stations. Stop by to operate or say hello. Will set up inside warm-up building. Operating 
between 1200 hrs & 1600 hrs Sat. Will operate as a "FD" station. 
 

 

 

https://www.winterfieldday.com/app/download/765078768/WFD2017Rules.pdf
http://sunsetarea.ca/area-events.html


 

 

 

"The Squawk Box" for fun Field Day 

listening 

BY BRAD FORD, VE3SLI 
ecessity being the Mother 
of Invention, this project 
came to mind with Held Day 

on the way.  
When I have operated on Field 
Day, I like to turn the audio 
gain up loud to hear the weak 
ones. The result is that 
everyone near the station 
starts complaining that they 
can't hear themselves think. 
One solution was to put headphones on but that meant the logger and the 

observers couldn't hear what was going on. So, I decided to throw this 
circuit together to satisfy everyone. 
The Squawk Box is plugged into the 8-ohm audio output of your radio. RV2 

and RV3 control the volume of headphone jacks JK1 and JK2 respectively. The 
speaker volume is controlled by the 8-ohm L-pad RVL1. 
PL1 is a 3.5 mm mono phone plug. This is a typical size for most modern 

rigs. You might need something different to suit your rig. JK1 and JK2 are 
6 mm stereo phone jacks. The left and right contacts are strapped together 
for stereo headphones. 
If you have a mono plug on your headphones, do not use the straps or the 

mono plug will short out the output to the headphones. This won't hurt the 
radio output as R1 or R2 will be in series with the audio output - you just 
won't hear anything in the headphones. 
With mono headphones, wire R1 and R2 to the tip only of the stereo jack. 

Resistors R1 and R2 might need to be changed, depending on the impedance of 
your headphones. 
For newer headphones that are between 39 and 100 ohms, try the 1.8k ohm 

value. For older headphones that are 4 or 8 ohms, try 1000 ohms. 
Good luck and have fun! 

Ref: The Canadian Amateur June 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

We would be happy to receive announcements of your clubs activities or messages of any kind to be included 

here. Please send your submissions to Tom VA3TS webmaster@gbarc.ca 
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mailto:webmaster@gbarc.ca


 

 

This was in June 1992 

 

 
 

 

 

 

How to promote amateur radio   http://www.essexham.co.uk/how-to-promote-amateur-radio 

To make your club grow, people need to know you are there!  http://www.arrl.org/pr-courses 

Mystery cosmic radio bursts pinpointed http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-38502607 

Drone tour of new Dayton Hamvention http://hamvention.org/narrated-drone-tour-of-hamventions-new-home/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.essexham.co.uk/how-to-promote-amateur-radio
http://www.arrl.org/pr-courses
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-38502607
http://hamvention.org/narrated-drone-tour-of-hamventions-new-home/

