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To all GBARC members and other HAM radio operators or prospective HAM radio operators, 
 
I recently came across these words below (The Amateur’s Code) that have been put to good use over the years and felt 
it was good to share with all. I would like at our next meeting to raise a motion to adopt these words as part of our new 
GBARC operating manual. We have no control over the actions of other clubs or their members. We could say we, 
GBARC, have a standard here for our own repeater, club activities and conduct that must in all case be "RATED G" for 
general usage and should encourage the same for others to do the same. As a club we promote HAM radio operations 
for all men, women and children. As such, a “G” rating for all radio operations would be the standard and encouraged. 
Review the wording below. We will discuss them as a whole at our next meeting and vote on accepting the code written 
below as a whole (preferable) or in part. 
 
THE AMATEUR'S CODE 
 
The Radio Amateur is: 
 
CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 
 
LOYAL... offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the Radio Amateurs of Canada, 
through which Amateur Radio is represented nationally and internationally. 
 
PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and operation above reproach. 
 
FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, 
cooperation and consideration for the interests of all Men, Women and Children. These are the hallmarks of the 
amateur spirit. 
 
BALANCED... radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community. 
 
PATRIOTIC... station and skill always ready for service to country and community when possible. 
 
See you at the next meeting March 28th. 
Cheers 
Frank Gufler 
GBARC President 
Grey County ARES Emergency Coordinator 
VA3-GUF / VE0-GUF / VE0-VET

http://www.gbarc.ca/


 

 

 

CANWARN TRAINING  
 

GREY COUNTY is hosting this year a CANWARN training evening session on Wednesday April 5th, 2017. 

There has been high demand for participation by the public.  As such, some seats are reserved via pre-

registration over the next few days for ARES participants on a first come first serve basis. 

 

Location: Quality Inn, 950 6th St. East in Owen Sound, across the road from the Grey County 

Administration Building 
 

Times: 6:30 – 9 pm at the municipal staff, GBARC ARES members (pre-registration required; contact 

heddy.swigger@grey.ca ) 

 

GBARC ARES members are welcome to attend the evening session, but must pre-register and let Frank know 

you have registered for ARES record keeping.  

 

To pre-register for the evening session and let Heddy know you are part of ARES.  Heddy Swigger can be 

contacted at heddy.swigger@grey.ca or 519-372-0219; ext. 1814. 
 

If you have not attended one of these sessions in the past, it comes highly recommended to learn about severe 

weather conditions, how to spot them, what to do and what preparations to take. These are very informative 

sessions even for those of us that attend annually. Geoff Coulson from Environment Canada will be the 

presenter, and I’ve attached his course description for your reference. Geoff is an entertaining and very 

knowledgeable speaker. You will not regret sitting through one of his presentations. 

 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please let me know at VA3-GUF@outlook.com. I thank you in 

advance for your participation. 

GBARC RADIO COURSE 2017 

Course duration:              8 weeks 

Course start                      Wednesday March 29th 

Time start                         7:00 pm 

Course location                Meaford Fire Department – Training Room 

                                         81 Stewart St. Meaford, Ont 

Course costs                     Free – Student orders COAX Publication from COAX directly 

For more information or to sign up please contact Doug VE3WRF 

 

mailto:heddy.swigger@grey.ca
mailto:heddy.swigger@grey.ca
mailto:VA3-GUF@outlook.com
mailto:ve3wrf@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Gerry Hawes VA3BWZ SK 
I am sad to report the passing of Gerry Hawes of Meaford.  

A long time club member and friend. 
Obituary 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Meeting called to order by Dave VE3WI at 19:05hrs 

Attendees (Executive)  

Dave VE3WI, Bernie VE3BQM, Tom VA3TS, Doug VE3WRF, Christine VA3CAO, Scott VA3EXO, Bobby VE3PAV, 
Philip VE3QVC, Adam VE3IZS, Dieter VA3DST, Paul VE3EFQ, Bob VE3NX, Tom VA3TVA & Beth, Guests: Ian 
VE3MUD 

Do we have a Quorum-YES  
A quorum shall consist of at least three full members in good standing who are not members of the executive committee, plus at least three 

members of the executive committee. No motions shall be considered or voted on at a general meeting unless a quorum is present. 

 

Minutes of Last Meeting 

Minutes of last meeting -posted on web site and included in the January newsletter 

Motion to accept Scott VA3EXO 2nd Bernie VE3BQM. Carried  

Treasurer’s Report Bernie VE3BQM 

As of Jan 27, 2017   balance is $xxxx.xx    Actual dollar amounts are only disclosed at meetings         

Motion to accept – Doug VE3WRF 2nd Philip VE3QVC. Carried 

Bernie VE3BQM tabled a motion to renew our Friends of Cabot Head Membership $50 

Motion to accept –Bernie VE3BQM 2nd Doug VE3WRF. Carried 

Bernie also reminded the group that there are volunteer opportunities at Cabot Head including 

Administration, Board of Directors and Assistant Lighthouse Keeper http://www.cabothead.ca/ 

ARES Report  

https://www.afterlife.co/ca/obituary-meaford-gerald-walton-hawes-588384
http://www.cabothead.ca/


 

 

As Frank VA3GUF was unable to attend the meeting there is no ARES report this month. The ARES webpage 

and signup sheet is being transferred to the GBARC site. Check the ARES tab on the GBARC page 

Old business  

Delegated Examiner – Tom VA3TS will be our new delegated examiner, the group expressed appreciation to 

Bob VE3NX who held this position for many years. 

GBARC operating Manual – As presented last month, this document is a means to record event details, contact 

information and lessons learned to ensure these are smooth running and easy to co-ordinate.  

Canwarn Training – Christine VA3CAO has been in contact with Grey County regarding the upcoming training 

on April 5th and the need to sign up so that the training is not cancelled due to lack of interest. For more 

information please visit our Canwarn webpage. 

New business  

Meeting Start Time – Frank VA3GUF has communicated that it will be difficult for him to attend meetings at 

7pm as he is still on the road returning from Toronto. It is not the intention that Frank should be at risk 

attempting to meet the 7pm start time. So 2 options were presented by Dave VE3WI, either we move the start 

time to 7:30 pm or switch the meeting presentation/activity to be at the beginning of the meeting instead of 

the end. It was generally agreed that the second option would be best.  

Motion to accept –Scott VA3EXO 2nd Tom VA3TVA. Carried 

Upcoming Events – A general discussion on upcoming club events for 2017. Doug VE3WRF agreed to look into 

the library allowing us to have a station outdoors on the lawn at the Community Club Fair. Doug also pointed 

out that the Owen Sound calendar of events has not yet been updated. Scott VA3EXO brought up a good point 

in that perhaps we have too many events for the numbers of club members we have. It was suggested that 

maybe a multi-club events would help. 

Repeater – A short discussion on the VE3OST repeater, it’s proposed home at the QTH of Tom VA3TVA. Bob 

VE3NX suggested the Woodford tower and will contact Jim Vamplew in this regard. 

Photographer – Dave VE3WI raised the need for a club photographer(s) to take it upon themselves to record 

events for display on the forum or newsletter. 

Publicist – Dave VE3WI identified the need for the club to have a person(s) to speak to the public on behalf of 

the cub and amateur radio. It is apparent that these skills are not readily available but the ARRL offers a course 

of instruction which can be downloaded and self-studied.  Click here PR-101 

Radio Course Meaford – Doug VE3WRF announced that he has 6 persons interested in a radio course, the 

suggested times would be Wednesday evenings from 7 – 9pm. He also pointed out that a venue for the course 

is proving to be problematic. 

Committees – If you would like to take a more active role in the club, try out your hand at organizing or 

hosting an event, be the contact person with different outside groups, then joining a committee may be the 

http://www.gbarc.ca/canwarn.php
https://www.owensound.ca/play/owen-sound-events
http://www.arrl.org/pr-courses


 

 

way to gain experience. The ideas listed below are just a start, it’s likely revisions will be needed but one has 

to start someplace. 

 Asset Management - Inventory, Repeater 
 

Community Service - Community Club Fair, Terry Fox Run, Blue Mountain Half Marathon, Canada 150 / 
Owen Sound 160, Field Day, ARES SET, Radio Courses, Social media, Club Elmers 

 
Contesting and Operating - Winter Field Day, Scout Weekend, Ontario QSO Party, Canada Day, Cabot 
Head, Fox Hunts 

 
Social Events - Summer BBQ, Christmas Party/Luncheon, Hamfests, Breakfast Call, Field Trips, Club 
Photographer 

 

You can throw your hat in the ring by using the event signup sheet. 

VE3HXX QSL Cards – Bob VE3NX had a quantity of QSL cards from Ian VE3HXX SK … Bobby VE3PAV agreed to 

take them for future use as club displays etc. 

Close 

- 20:30hrs Motion by Doug VE3WRF, 2nd Philip VE3QVC. – Carried  

Tech Topic 

Dave VE3WI presented information and example of Anderson Power Pole connectors and their usage. 
A video followed on hand crafted vacuum tubes. 

Next Meeting 

March, 28th, 2017 at 1900hrs at the Owen Sound Professional Building, 3rd Ave E, Owen Sound. 

Minutes taken by Tom VA3TS Secretary 

A special Welcome to our newest members Natasha and Maryam …  
from Owen Sound 

 

 

 

 

 

GBARC Canada 150 Challenge 

Topic of discussion – NVIS Antennas 

http://www.gbarc.ca/activity_signup.php


 

 

 
If you have items to add then please contact the webmaster 

 
 
 

 

GBARC Canada 150 Challenge 

 

 

 

Ontario QSO Party This Contest Club Ontario event is held annually on the third full weekend of April 

15th and 16th. In the contest, Ontario stations contact as many amateur radio stations as possible both in 
Ontario and world-wide. In past years we have gathered in one members shack and operated had great 
conversations and a nice meal. We are looking for someone to host this event, any takers? Go to the signup 
page here. 

 

 

 

 

We would be happy to receive announcements of your clubs activities or messages of any kind to be included 

here. Please send your submissions to Tom VA3TS webmaster@gbarc.ca  . 

The deadline is 1 week before the scheduled club meeting or the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 

 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/GBARClub/ 

 

1. My Goal for 2017 was to lose just 10 pounds. Only 15 to go! 

2. Ate salad for dinner! Mostly croutons & tomatoes.  

Really just one big, round crouton covered with tomato sauce. And cheese.  

FINE, it was a pizza. I ate a pizza. 

3. How to prepare Tofu:  

A- Throw it in the trash  

B-Grill some Meat. 

4. I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into a spider web. 

5.1 don't mean to brag but...I finished my 14-day diet in 3 hours and 20 minutes. 

6. A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than men who mention it. 

7. Kids today don't know how easy they have it.  

When I was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet to change the TV channel. 

http://www.va3cco.com/oqp/index.htm
http://www.gbarc.ca/activity_signup.php
mailto:webmaster@gbarc.ca
https://www.facebook.com/GBARClub/


 

 

8. I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking or smart or talented....I forgot where I was going with this. 

9. I love being over 50. I learn something new every day.....and forget 5 others. 

10. I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my forehead and call it a day. 

11. Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 


