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To all GBARC members, 

As I sit down to prepare to put thoughts to written words, I realize we are at a busy time of year for Ham radio 

operators.  One of the biggest HAM events of the year is starting imminently this coming weekend, the Dayton Ohio 

Ham Fest.  This annual North American event will have amateurs congregate from across the Americas to this one area, 

moved this year from Dayton to a neighbouring town for the first time in so many years.  This event brings Amateur 

Radio operators with their unique ideas and  manufactures to one common site to demonstrate their wares, prototypes 

and ideas to the Ham community to get a piece of their interest in this hobby to favor their wares.  We can be assured 

that this year like any year will have new ideas and technology on display that will capture members of the amateur 

radio community to new and greater levels of advancement than what we may know unless we are in attendance or 

read about them in the upcoming magazines and internet news.  Fortunately GBARC will have a member in attendance 

to see firsthand what new turns the hobby makes available this year.  I as every year look forward to hearing what new 

comes out of the Dayton Ham fest.   

These are exciting times for certain with this event leading up to our annual North American Field day, June 24 th & 25th.  

GBARC will be demonstrating the ability to set up radio communications in relatively short order and communicate off 

the grid for a full 24 hours.  Fun can be had by all during this upcoming event that is taking up our minds and others from 

groups across North America so that we may briefly chat with each other on that day.  Hopefully we will also be able to 

demonstrate at the same time to members of the public and municipal personnel interested in emergency 

communication that the capabilities Amateur Radio Operators can be a contribution to the community in times of need.  

Let’s get ready for Field Day our next big event and make it a success it always has been.  Looking forward to seeing all 

out there at Field Day while we all have fun and joy our hobby brings each of us. 

Cheers and 73’s for now. 

Frank Gufler 

GBARC President 

Grey County ARES Emergency Coordinator 

VA3-GUF / VE0-GUF / VE0-VET  

http://www.gbarc.ca/


 

 

 
 

Our forum software has been updated but unfortunately not without the loss of the existing data. This was an 
issue with the database stored on our web host. For some reason I could not update it correctly, and after 

many attempts, I decided to stop wasting time on it and move on. So it looks like we get to create new topics 
and if there are any ideas regarding the names of the different forums ie: “Swap and Sell”, Elmer’s Corner”, 

Club Activities”, then let me know.  Thanks Tom  Editor  
 
 

 

Meeting called to order by Tom VA3TVA at 19:00hrs 

Attendees (Executive)  

Tom VA3TVA, Bernie VE3BQM, Tom VA3TS, Doug VE3WRF, Bobby VE3PAV, Adam VE3IZS, Dieter VA3DST, 
Paul VE3EFQ, Maureen VE3MIO, Natasha and Maryam Guests Beth Van Aalst, Peter VE3GNX, Jim VE3VEX, 
Harrison VE2HKW 

Do we have a Quorum-YES  
A QUORUM SHALL CONSIST OF AT LEAST THREE FULL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, PLUS AT LEAST 

THREE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. NO MOTIONS SHALL BE CONSIDERED OR VOTED ON AT A GENERAL MEETING UNLESS A QUORUM IS PRESENT. 
 
Presentation An informative presentation on Field Day (June 24th and 25th) preparations was given by Adam 
VE3IZS. Everyone should download the Field Day Packet from the ARRL website. This contains all the 
information anyone should need, rules, exchanges, duration, scoring etc. It was suggested that we invite 
others from the local area for example Port Elgin or Collingwood. Since this year is the sesquicentennial it 
would be a good time to bring the groups together. 

It was decided to operate 2A plus a GOTA station. In addition we should have a site coordinator that would 
greet the public, answer questions, man the information table, offer handouts etc. 

Bobby VE3PAV and Adam VE3IZS agreed to contact others to raise awareness of the event. Bobby will send 
invitations to officials such as MP’s or MPP’s. Adam will contact media outlets and advertising on social media. 

At the May meeting, those who will have stations at Field day are to bring their laptops for a dry run of the 
N1MM+ contest logging software. It is important that all stations are using the same current version. Please 
download the latest version as well as the city and country data files and install them on your device. This is 
also a good time to verify the communications interface between your transceiver and the laptop. 

 
Minutes of Last Meeting 

Minutes of last meeting - included in the March newsletter 

Motion to accept Bernie VE3BQM, 2nd Doug VE3WRF. Carried  

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2017/2017_Field_Day_Packet_-_with_Logo-2.pdf
http://n1mm.hamdocs.com/tiki-index.php


 

 

Treasurer’s Report Bernie VE3BQM 

As of Feb 28, 2017   balance is $xxxx.xx    Actual dollar amounts are only disclosed at meetings   (taken out for newsletter)      

Motion to accept – Maureen VE3MIO 2nd Doug VE3WRF. Carried 

Old Business As Frank GUF was not in attendance for this meeting, these items of old business were not discussed. They 

are included here to be brought up at the next meeting. - Secretary 

VE3OSR Repeater – thanks to Bobby VE3PAV and Philip VE3QVC who were the only ones to sign up to help out 
with repeater issues. More members for this committee are needed. 
 
Projects – Bobby VE3PAV discussed some small electronic projects to encourage young people to become 
interested in kit building or electronics. Examples were LED’s and flashers, raspberry pi among others. Bobby 
would like some assistance with this from other members. 
 
Net Controllers – Carson suggested that there be more net controllers for the Wednesday evening 2 meter net 
on VE3OSR. This will allow more members to improve their on -the-air skills with net procedures. To this end 
the webmaster will create a new topic on the forum where interested members can discuss this and come up 
with a net controller schedule. 
 
New Business  

VE2HKW Harrison – The group was pleasantly surprised by the attendance of Harrison VE2HKW 
who happened to be in the local area, found our website and decided to attend the meeting. We 
heard some nice stories from the Montreal ARC and the West Island ARC. Harrison gave a recount 
of last year’s field day with his own club and boasts 5 satellite contacts on one pass of the bird.  

Emergency Preparedness Week – May 7 to 13, 2017 Emergency Preparedness Week (EP Week) is an annual 
event that takes place each year during the first full week of May. This national event is coordinated by Public 
Safety Canada, in close collaboration with the provinces and territories and partners.  
This year, the theme is Plan. Prepare. Be Aware. It is meant to help Canadians take action to protect 
themselves and their families during emergencies. Full information as well as tips and guidelines are available 
on the Get Prepared webpage. 

Advanced Course – An advanced radio course is contemplated to improve the technical level of club members 
or any radio amateur who wishes to participate. Students and instructors are needed and if you are interested 
please contact the club to let the organizers know. 

Radio Course 2017 – Doug VE3WRF gave an update on the current radio course. He reports there are 8 
students and it appears they are doing well. Thanks to those that have helped out as instructors or support 
persons so far. Best wishes and good luck to all the students on their upcoming exams.  It was suggested that 
students may benefit from the experience of visiting your shack and seeing your antenna setup. If there are 
any interested volunteers please contact Doug VE3WRF.  

VE3OST Repeater – The VE3OST repeater is currently at the QTH of Bernie VE3BQM. If you are in Owen Sound 
please try this new machine at 146.895- with a tone of 97.4hz. It is intended to place this repeater at the home 
on Tom VA3TVA near Woodford. Volunteers on build day will be needed for this. 

http://www.marc.qc.ca/
http://www.wiarc.ca/
https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/ep-wk/index-en.aspx
https://www.gbarc.ca/contact.php
mailto:ve3wrf@gmail.com?subject=Shack%20visit


 

 

CLARA – Maureen VE3MIO gave a nice talk on the “Canadian Ladies Amateur Radio Assoc”, their current 
activities and past successes. For more information please visit their website HERE. 

Close 

- 21:00hrs Motion by Maureen VE3MIO, 2nd– Adam VE3IZS. Carried  

Next Meeting 

May 23rd, 2017 at 1900hrs at the Owen Sound Professional Building, 3rd Ave E, Owen Sound. 

Minutes taken by Tom VA3TS Secretary 

 

 
GBARC Meeting 

May 23rd, 2017-05-21 @ 19:00 hrs 
 

Presentation 

How to set up N1MM for Field Day 

Open formal GBARC Club Business meeting 

Treasurers report: 

Old Business: 

Repeater Status update: 

Small Projects:  Bobby presented interest for small projects.  Can be as simple as what was on in the News Letter, 

Lightning detector.  Subjects or interest?  Lets table them and create the list.  Ask for leader of each to be done during 

presentation period .  Can be done every 2nd month if material of project is more complex. 

Net Controllers?  Who has done the Net Controller roll.  Congratulations.  Ask each how it felt at the end having been 

the net controller. 

Radio Course status?  ETA target Test date?  14th June Remind to invite candidates to Field Day.   

Advanced Course?  Is there membership interest.  Will create forum space to get names of those interested. 

New Business: 

Bruce county Huron Shore Run looking for operators Saturday June 03, 8:30 -11:00.  Contact Bill  Reany (VE3WRM) at 

519-823-2329. 

Cabot Head Site Closure.  Light House Weekend cannot be held there this year.  Health and Safety issue, unknown at this 

time.  Requires government site testing to find.  Do members want another site to be found? 

Reminder: 

Field Day June 24-25 @ the Bayshore.  Frank Will be there early starting at about 9AM, no worries, he is an early bird.  

Those setting up a radio, calculate your time to set up to be ready to transmit by 2PM. 

Motion to close business? 

 

http://clarayl.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Breakfast – Here is a quick picture of one of our 

monthly breakfasts. This one was on May 13th. We meet at the 

Rockford Restaurant at 8:30 am, all are welcome, club members 

or not, see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HURON SHORE RUN 
The organizers of the Huron Shore Run have asked for the help of Amateurs for communications.  The run 

takes place on Saturday June 3. If you are available to help please contact Bill Reany VE3WMR at 519-832-

2329.  Any help is greatly appreciated.  The event is usually a fun time with a large turnout of 

runners/walkers/strollers.  We set up around 8:30 a.m. in Southampton and our participation is usually finished 

by 11:00 a.m. 

 

Thanks and 73 

Jim VE3JMD 

 

 

 

We would be happy to receive announcements of your clubs activities or messages of any kind to be included 

here. Please send your submissions to Tom VA3TS contact@gbarc.ca  . The deadline is 1 week before the 

scheduled club meeting or the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Fancy formatted files are not required, just send the 

text and any pictures to go along with it and I'll take it from there 

http://www.rotaryrun.net/
mailto:ve3jmd@bmts.com?subject=Huron%20Shores%20Run
mailto:contact@gbarc.ca


 

 

 

Here is a VLF receiver tuned to 300 kHz designed to detect the crackle of approaching lightning. A bright lamp flashes in synchrony 

with the lightning bolts indicating the proximity and intensity of the storm. Figure 1 shows the simple receiver which consists of a tuned 

amplifier driving a modified flasher circuit. The flasher is biased to not flash until a burst of RF energy, amplified by the 2N3904, is applied to 

the base of the 2N4403. The receiver standby current is about 350 micro-amps which is nothing at all to a couple of D cells, hardly denting 

the shelf life. Of course, the stormier it gets, the shorter the battery life. 

 
For best effect, mount the lamp in an old-fashioned holder with an extra-large colored glass lens. Or construct your own fixture with a plate 

of textured colored glass behind a panel painted with black-crackle paint. Watch a few old science fiction movies for other ideas. 

A totally different approach is to mount the circuit in an empty glass jar with the antenna and bulb protruding through the top. (A malted-

milk jar has a nice, red plastic lid which is easy to work and looks good.) Use a pin jack for the antenna. The gadget looks quite home-made 

but fascinating. 

Boat owners may wish to replace the lamp with a 3-volt beeper to provide an early warning of approaching bad weather. Choose one of 

those unbreakable clear plastic jars like the large jars of coffee creamer. A little silicone rubber will seal the antenna hole in the lid of the jar. 

Use a longer antenna for increased sensitivity since there are few electrical noise sources on the lake. 



 

 

 

Tune-up is simple: adjust the potentiometer until the regular flashing just stops. (Use 

a multi-turn trimmer.) When properly adjusted, the lamp will occasionally flash when 

large motors or appliances switch on and off and an approaching storm will give quite 

a show. Obviously, tune-up is a bit more difficult during stormy weather. Adjust the 

pot with no antenna if lightning is nearby. Tune an AM radio to the bottom of the dial 

to monitor the pulses that the lightning detector is receiving. 

This lightning detector is not so sensitive that it will flash with every crackle heard on the radio but will only flash when storms are nearby. 

Increased sensitivity may be achieved by increasing the antenna length. The experienced experimenter may wish to add another gain 

stage after the first by duplicating the 2N3904 circuitry including capacitor coupling with the addition of a 47 ohm emitter resistor to reduce 

the gain somewhat. This additional gain can cause stability problems if the layout is poor so novices are advised to use a longer antenna or 

adjust the sensitivity potentiometer more delicately instead! (When operating properly, the additional gain makes the pot adjustment 

much less critical.)           Website: http://www.electronics-lab.com 

 

 

 

 

GO Kits 

PandwaRF is a pocket-sized,  

portable RF analysis tool operating the sub-1 GHz range 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.electronics-lab.com/
http://www.harc.net/programs/amateur-radio-go-kit.pdf
https://pandwarf.com/?gclid=COPKlY608tMCFQmSaQodYDYCyQ

