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November brings colder 

weather and generally better 
propagation conditions.  I have 

heard from some that it has 
been quite variable and 

challenging these days.  With 
the upcoming list of contests 

starting later this month and running right into 
January, you will certainly have ample opportunity 

to practice making contacts.  Especially in the 
bands that you may not have generally practiced 
much in the past.  This is where we can hone our 
skills in making sure a message gets sent.  Do not 
despair, keep trying and share your experiences 

with fellow operators on what worked for you.  New 
ideas and techniques tried are always welcome and 

make us all better communicators.   
I would like to remind those that took away the start 
of a 4:1 balun exercise at our September meeting 
should bring in their finished product and comment 
how well it worked and overall costing to finish it.  I 
do look forward to how well things went for each of 

you. 
The ARES presentation at the Meaford EC team 

training went extremely well.  There were excellent 
questions from the Meaford folks with a very clear 

understanding of what help is available and the 
resources we have accumulated.  The presentation 

is now posted on the Forum and can be shared 
with anyone that you feel can benefit from the 

knowledge.  We all have a role to play in making 
sure the infrastructure stays in place and can grow  
with the support of the municipalities and county.   

We as operators have made great strides with 
Meaford showing welcome appreciation to our role 

and contribution in the event of an emergency.    
Let’s keep it up by being good ambassadors to the 
community and spread the word. I wish you all the 
best in making great contacts while enjoying the 

hobby.  See you at the next club meeting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Presentation Hugh VE3AYR 

gave a presentation on the special 

event station VE100VIMY to 

commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of the battle of Vimy 

Ridge. This was also a power point 

presentation with images of the planning, execution 

and operations during the event.  Thank you Hugh 

Message from the President 

Minutes of Meeting 24th Oct 

Upcoming Events 

Newsletter Articles 

Interesting Websites 

Radio Study resources 

Club Dues 

Wednesday Net on VE3OSR 
 

Tiny LF Signal Makes the Hop from 
NFLD to UK 

 
CNIB Radio Program 

GBARC Challenge 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gbarc.ca/


VE3AYR and Mary VE3QLF. For more information 

go to VE100VIMY.ca  

The meeting came to order at 8:09pm 

Attendees (Executive) Frank VA3GUF, Tom 

VA3TVA, Bernie VE3BQM, Tom VA3TS,  

Doug VE3WRF, Bobby VE3PAV, Adam VE3IZS, 

Dieter VA3DST, Maureen VE3MIO, Scott VE3OSA, 

Greg VE3RQY, Jim VE3VEX, Paul VE3EFQ, Fred 

VA3STG, Philip VE3QVC   Guests Beth VanAalst, 

VE3AYR Hugh, Mary VE3QLF 

Do we have a Quorum-YES  A QUORUM SHALL 

CONSIST OF AT LEAST THREE FULL MEMBERS IN GOOD 

STANDING WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE, PLUS AT LEAST THREE MEMBERS OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE .  NO MOTIONS SHALL BE 

CONSIDERED OR VOTED ON AT A GENERAL MEETING 

UNLESS A QUORUM IS PRESENT. 

Minutes of Last Meeting 

Minutes of last meeting - included in the September 

Newsletter 

Treasurer’s Report - Bernie VE3BQM reports a 

bank balance of $xxxx.xx. Bernie also raised a 

motion to provide $50 to Hugh VE3AYR to cover 

transportation costs.  Carried 

Old Business  

GBARC Challenge - Certificate Registration Log. 

Please post your submission on the GBARC forum 

in the topic titled Canada 150". Beth Van Aalst 

volunteered to create a certificate as a 

commemorative for participants in the challenge. A 

number of draft certificates were submitted by Beth 

and Frank will post these on the forums.  All 

members are encouraged to select their favourite, 

the one with the most votes will be announced at 

the November meeting. 

Field day – Some locations for next years field day 

was discussed with a new one at an area next to 

Van Dolders on HW# 26. All proposals will be 

discussed at the November meeting. 

Power amp -  the idea of a 300 to 500 watt power 

amplifier was brought up for use at field day. Two 

options are available, either buy a ready made 

used unit or build one as a club project. Bobby 

VE3PAV offered to look into this as well as help 

from Jim VEX, Paul EFQ, Tom TVA and Adam IZS. 

New Business  

ARES SET - ARES SET October 14th. Thank you 

to the 5 that attended a few hours here and there 

during the October 14th SET which started at 

9:00am at the Owens Sound Fire Hall went till 4PM.  

Purpose was to see whom we could contact in 

Ontario on HF with the rig set-up at the Fire Hall.   

Was successful but low on traffic with 1 on the 

repeater and no ARES traffic heard on HF.  Posted 

on GBARC Facebook with 81 people reached with 

the question “If this is a real emergency, would you 

be able to assist in Grey County? YES or NO?  6 

liked the question and 3 replied YES to being able 

to support an emergency that day had there been 

one, including an individual from Brantford via 

Echolink on the repeater that posted his reply on 

Facebook.   Posted a similar question on the 

GBARC ARES Forum with the following results 

from 4 YES responses; 

Two would be there for 24 hours with the other 2 

from 9am to 4pm. 

Municipalities to support:3 Chatsworth, 3 Durham, 

3 Georgian Bluffs, 3 Grey Highlands, 3 Hanover, 4 

Meaford, 5 Owen Sound, 3 Southgate , 4 The Blue 

Mountains, 3 West Grey. 

In total, 10 HAM’s would have been there to 

support a last minute emergency.  This is excellent 

for a small group.  Had there been a real 

emergency with the spotlight on Grey County, there 

would have been I am certain a better response 

from Facebook and the GBARC website.   

Nov 9th - @9am, Present to Meaford Municipal 

Emergency Services folks the capabilities of HAM 

radio operators providing ARES communications.  

Presentation in progress and will be posted on the 

ARES Forum after the 9th. 

Nov 15th - (tentative @ 1pm), Test of equipment at 

the renovated Grey County building (Construction 

completion permitting).  Have been asked to 

demonstrate the ability to transmit e-mail with HF 

radio.  Have 3 known members that are able to do 



HF e-mail.  Can use the help from anyone that 

does HF-email with their radio that day. 

Blue Mountains Marathon - Successful event and 

well received by the organizers.  Received $200.00 

donation to the club.  We are booked again for next 

year.  Request for next year came without 

hesitation. 

Scout JOTA - Doug VE3WRF gave a report on the 

recent successful JOTA at the Grey Sauble 

Conservation Area. An initial high SWR  issue was 

overcome  with 3 stations operating. Many thanks 

to those that participated. As a result of this, there 

were 4 that expressed an interest in an upcoming 

radio course. The group has also been invited to 

participate in the winter camp oy at Harrisson Park 

on the 27th and 28th of January 2018. 

Multisport Race - MultiSport thank you party 

Friday in Oxeden. Participants should have 

received an e-mail, respond to e-mail by tomorrow 

if you are going.  

Paisley Repeater - GBARC has been offered to 

take over the Paisley repeater by purchasing it for a 

nominal fee of $2.00.  It is to stay in Paisley to 

maintain coverage over that area. A discussion 

followed and it was decided to create a repeater 

committee. Bobby VE3PAV volunteered to chair 

this committee with members Jim ve3vex ...Motion 

by Bernie VE3BQM, Seconded by Maureen 

VE3MIO. CARRIED 

Christmas Dinner Location - by a show of hands 

it was decided to have the Christmas Luncheon on 

the 9th of December at the Asian Buffet in Owen 

Sound. Frank will be in contact with the to arrange 

a suitable time but somewhere between 11am and 

3pm depending on arrangements. 

Winter Field Day - will be held at the QTH OF 

frank VA3GUF on the 27th and 28th of January 

2018 

Repeater Antenna - from Don VE3IDS - Don has 

offered a repeater antenna for our use.  

Adjourn - 9:19 pm Motion to adjourn by Bernie 

VE3BQM, seconded by Doug VE3WRF, retire to 

Timmies for coffee. 

Next Meeting - Professional Centre, Owen Sound. 

November 28th 2017 

Minutes taken by Tom VA3TS Secretary 

Our annual Christmas luncheon will be held on the 
9th of December 
at the Golden 
Buffet in Owen 

Sound at 1pm. In 
addition, the 

coveted GBARC 
amateur of the 
year award will 
be presented. 

 
Canada Winter Contest – 

At the QTH of Tom VA3TS 

on the 29/30th Dec 8pm 

EST Friday evening to 8pm 

EST Saturday evening - 

those who wish to attend 

please contact Tom VA3TS 

Winter Field Day – At the QTH 

of Frank VA3GUF, on the 27th 

and 28th of January 2018, 2pm 

EST Saturday to 2PM EST 

Sunday. If you are interested in 

participating please contact 

Frank VA3GUF 

Are you working on a project? Have an 

interest in something new? Something to get 

the word out? An agenda item for the next 

meeting? To include anything here in the 

newsletter, just send me what you have… 

thanks 

 

Capacitors Tutorial  

http://www.next.gr/tutorials/Capacitors-

Tutorial.php 

 

http://wp.rac.ca/rac-canada-winter-contest-rules/
mailto:va3ts@va3ts.ca?subject=Canada%20Winter%20Contest
https://www.winterfieldday.com/rules
mailto:komeekha@live.ca?subject=Winter%20Field%20Day
http://www.next.gr/tutorials/Capacitors-Tutorial.php
http://www.next.gr/tutorials/Capacitors-Tutorial.php


Elmira October Newsletter 

http://www.ontars.com/images/erc_october.

pdf 
 

Kincardine participates in Guides on the Air 

in Tiverton.. Rob Noakes VE3PCP  

 The Kincardine Record 

 

Did you know? Our 

website contains a wealth 

of information to assist 

anyone to prepare for their 

Industry Canada exams. 

We have a complete course outline, free for 

anyone to use. When you are ready send an 

email to Tom VA3TS to set up an exam 

time.   
 

Dues can be paid at any 

meeting or by contacting our 

Treasurer Bernie VE3BQM 
 

 

The 2 meter net is 

underway again Hosted by 

Rob VE3PCP. The net is at 

7:30pm local time, with 

links to VE3OST in 

Woodford and VE3RTE in 

Paisley. VE3OSR is also 

reachable on Echolink on node 333014. 

Please mark your calendars and check in. 

Please consider being the net control station. 

It only takes a half hour or so and provides 

experience in net operations. Something 

anyone interested in ARES should do. 
 

 

 

For Joe Craig, VO1NA, in Torbay, Newfoundland, 

things have been pretty exciting lately on VLF (very 

low frequency). He’s among the early MF, LF, and 

VLF experimenters in North America — active even 

before Canada allocated Amateur Radio bands in 

that part of the spectrum. He believes he 

accomplished a “first” for a Canadian radio 

amateur on October 22, when his very VLF, very 

QRP signal on 8.27 kHz (that would be the 36-

kilometer band) was 

copied in the UK. 

 

 “After much effort 

on both sides of the 

pond, SWL Paul 

Nicholson in 

Todmorden finally 

copied a three-letter 

message,” he told 

ARRL. “It’s the 

lowest-frequency 

transatlantic 

message, made 

possible because of 

Paul’s EbNaut 

coherent BPSK mode and DL4YHF’s Spectrum Lab 

spectrum analyzer.” Even more amazing: The 

power was 10 µW ERP. Craig is permitted to run 

10 mW by regulator ISED Canada (formerly 

Industry Canada). The transmission path was more 

than 3,500 kilometers (approximately 2,170 miles). 

 

VLF signals have been copied across the Atlantic in 

the past. In March 2014, a very slow-speed (QRSS) 

CW signal on 29.499 kHz, transmitted by Bob 

Raide, W2ZM, a New York Experimental licensee, 

initially was detected in the UK by Nicholson. In 

June 2014, Dex McIntyre, W4DEX, in North 

Carolina, transmitted an EbNaut signal on 8.971 

kHz, while running on the order of 150 µW effective 

radiated power. Nicholson detected that signal too. 

McIntyre needed no FCC license to transmit on 

8.971 kHz, because the Commission has not 

http://www.ontars.com/images/erc_october.pdf
http://www.ontars.com/images/erc_october.pdf
http://www.kincardinerecord.com/story.php?id=4990
https://www.gbarc.ca/course_outline.php
mailto:va3ts@va3ts.ca
mailto:ve3bqm@gmail.com?subject=GBARC%20Dues


designated any allocations below 9 kHz, dubbed 

“the Dreamers’ Band.” 

 

Craig’s transmission from Newfoundland began at 

2300 UTC on October 22 and ended 7 hours later. 

“Paul replied by e-mail the following day with the 

correct message,” Craig said, “and there was much 

rejoicing across the pond and in the Marconi Radio 

Club of Newfoundland!” 

 

Craig said that Nicholson had detected a carrier 

from VO1NA this past spring, but it was not stable 

enough to send a message. 

 

DL4YHF’s Spectrum Lab, with a GPS module 

output signal used to calibrate the computer and 

help from DF6NM and DK7FC, worked much 

better, Craig said. “Paul measured the phase for a 

few days before the message was sent. With the new 

high-stability carrier, Paul got me on the first call.” 

 

The final stage of his VLF transmitter is what Craig 

described as “the very Canadian Traynor Group 

One/SC stage amplifier” from the 1970s. He says 

his is “the only known VLF transmitter in 

Newfoundland and Labrador.” His antenna, by the 

way, is approximately 100 meters (approximately 

328 feet) of #12 copper wire, about 12 meters high 

on average. 

 

Craig’s blog offers more information.    
http://www.ucs.mun.ca/%7Ejcraig/lfex.html 
 
 

Donate your used amateur radio to the CNIB 

Radio Program  

(Canadian National Institute for the Blind) 

Contact Randy Nelson Manager  

1-800-563-8642 EXT. 7438, 416 486-2500 

or amateurradiocnib.ca 

 

 

The suggested challenge certificates created 

by Beth Van Aalst have been posted on the 

forums and are there for you to vote on.  

Click this link and look for the topic 

“GBARC Challenge DRAFT Certificate 

(Vote for your Favourite)” 

1. The farther away the remote is, the more 

you like what’s already on TV. 

2. If you have to say something more than 

once, it’s not worth the energy 

3. If you spill water, it will eventually 

dry… 

4. I’ll tell you later 

5. Don’t charge your phone till it says 5% 

remaining 

6. Screw the “Terms and Conditions”. Just 

hit Accept. 

7. If it’s not on the 1st search page on 

Google, it doesn’t exist 

8. Why make your bed when you’re just 

gonna get back in it again … 

9. If you are late, don’t go 

10. If you drop an ice cube, just kick it 

under the fridge 

 

 

 

http://www.ucs.mun.ca/~jcraig/lfex.html
https://www.gbarc.ca/bb/viewforum.php?f=29

