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Message from the President
Frank VA3GUF

With the onset of spring around the corner, shack
activities are in the air cleaning up antennas and
checking cables for corrosion that occurred over the
winter months. This activity creates renewed interest in preparation for
the warm radio activity season that is around the corner. The club has
been active in getting items of interest such as the Club amplifier for
Field Day and other club HF events and a Club portable repeater to
support VHF club activities. The Club mobile repeater will support the
Multi-Sport Race this August, the Blue Mountain marathon in the fall
and if the need arises, ARES emergency events to name a few. These
items also open up new learning opportunities for those club members
interested in how to use these types of items. As mentioned last
month, getting to know your gear and those that you plan on using is
important when things need to get done quickly or you want to react as
if it were second nature. This month, we take this idea a bit further to
introduce Cross band repeat. How does it work? How can you use it?
If you have Cross band repeat capable equipment, what are all the
things that can be done with it? As an example, with 2 radios that do
Cross band repeat, you are able to create a repeater and put it to use.
What are the issues that you will need to deal with in such
circumstances? As with many parts of this hobby, each aspect has
many things that can be learnt and put to practical use. | invite all
members to participate in the April Cross band repeat event planned
for April 15", Those of you that have a Cross band repeat radio or
Cross band handheld, do let me know. Your participation is
encouraged as we share with others how to use Cross band repeat
radios. More on this at our upcoming meeting.

All'in all, with Spring around the corner, be proud of what you have
experienced and can learn about your radio gear. None of us know it
all as there are too many aspects to this hobby. Share your knowledge
with your fellow HAM next to you. Together we can learn a lot and
apply it. It just may come in very handy one day when you least expect


http://www.gbarc.ca/

it with a great feeling of accomplishment. Have fun on the air as the weather starts getting warmer.

Minutes of Mccting 27th February 2018

Presentation Paul VE3EFQ prepared and delivered an informative talk on satellite communication,
preparation with handmade antennas, the determination of azimuth and elevation with new
smartphone apps like ISS Detector http://www.issdetector.com/ , G-Predict
http://gpredict.oz9aec.net/, and AMSAT Live OSCAR http://www.amsat.org/status/. Paul also
explained the effects of doppler shift and path data.

Meeting called to order by Tom VA3TVA at 19:55hrs as President VA3GUF was
o absent.

b Attendees Executive Tom VA3TVA, Tom VA3TS, Doug VE3WRF, Paul VE3EFQ,
4 Dieter VA3DST, Bart VE3XBO, Maureen VE3MIO, Guest Beth Van Aalst

Do we have a Quorum-NO

A QUORUM SHALL CONSIST OF AT LEAST THREE FULL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, PLUS AT LEAST THREE MEMBERS OF THE XECUTIVE COMMITTEE. NO MOTIONS SHALL BE
CONSIDERED OR VOTED ON AT A GENERAL MEETING UNLESS A QUORUM IS PRESENT.

Minutes of last meeting - included in the January newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report Bernie VE3BQM absent
Old Business

Power Amp The committee leader was not in attendance so this item is deferred till the next meeting.
Leader VE3PAV: VE3VEX, VE3EFQ, VA3TVA, VE3IZS

Field Day 2018 Awaiting Owen Sound confirmation to use Fair grounds. See the February
newsletter for photos showing the area we anticipate using. There are lots of trees to run antennas in
a variety of directions to cover North America. A 264’ 6” delta loop for 80 meters was suggested.

Ares The Grey County Station has been relocated into a cubicle in new the Council chambers. Area
is still designated for ARES operator. Antenna has not moved yet with no tentative date. Email via
HF radio confirmed as a potential need as of Feb 05", disaster dependent. Next Grey County group
presentation to Municipal Emergency Coordinators is March 22", Great opportunity to network HAM
radio concepts to municipalities.

Courses Doug VE3WRF made some suggestions regarding dates and venues and the group offered
more. One idea by Doug was to have the course on a Saturday/Sunday as opposed to a weeknight.
The course could be 5 hour sessions daily and run for 4 weekends. This would represent a teaching
time of 40 hours with an additional Saturday being exams. Doug requested the venue would be in
Owen Sound and Tom VA3TVA will contact the Owen Sound Armories as a place to hold the course.
Other suggestions were St.Andrews church hall among others but it was pointed out that often


http://www.issdetector.com/
http://gpredict.oz9aec.net/
http://www.amsat.org/status/

weekends are not available due to the space being used. Advertising will be needed on Rogers cable,
Sun Times and others to get the word out.

The help of club members is required to make this happen.
An advanced course is on hold for the moment and will be revisited in the fall.
New Business

Portable Repeater GBARC has bought 2 radios to set up a mobile repeater that can be used for
Multi-Sport and Blue Mountain Marathon. It also can be used for other large area radio support
events. Are there any members willing to assist?

GOTA JOTA A Scout/ Girl Guide prime point of contact and coordinator is required to take over from
Doug VE3WRF who has done an excellent job and has been the prime mover in this for several
years.

Adjourn at 20:35, Motion by Doug VE3WRF and 2" by Maureen VE3MIO

Next Meeting March 27th, 2018 at 19:00hrs at the Owen Sound Professional Building, 3" Ave E,
Owen Sound.

Minutes taken by Tom VA3TS Secretary

FOXHUNT Anyone????

We used to have some fun with foxhunts in the past. For those that don’t know, a
foxhunt or hidden transmitter hunt is when the fox, someone with a transmitter,

hides someplace, transmits a signal at interval, and the rest of the group uses »
their direction-finding skills to “find the fox”. All we need is a fox...are you \

game?

Executive Meetings

Executive meetings are held from time to time at the home of one of the O
executive to plan club events and discuss options and club policy. Would you °0 29
like to attend an executive meeting? This will allow anyone who is interested an -- " '.
opportunity to observe and see how these things go. If you are interested ]
mention this to any executive member.

Emergency Preparedness Week may 6 to 12, 2018
Emergency Preparedness Week (EP Week) is an annual event that takes place each year during the
first full week of May. This national event is coordinated by Public Safety Canada, in close

collaboration with the provinces and territories and partners.
READ <MORE>


https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/ep-wk/index-en.aspx

Basic Amateur Radio License Course
Apr 14 - May 13

The Club will be hosting a Basic Amateur Radio License course. The course is open to
everyone. You will learn about different aspects of the hobby from just talking to other
people (maybe at the North or South Pole) to digital (computer to computer)
communications via radio to speaking with astronauts in the International Space Station to providing
community service in times of natural or man-made disaster and lots more that make this hobby very exciting.
The course is free. Contact Doug VE3WRF at ve3wrf@gmail.com for more details. Course Outline

I am looking for instructors for different parts of our course. If you can help, would you
please get in touch with me ASAP.

As you know, the course will be spread over 4 weekends beginning April 14 at 9:00am
and ending with the exam on May 6" in the afternoon. | would like to have a minimum of
2 or 3 instructors per session each day (1 session in morning, 1 session in afternoon).
This will make preparation for everyone easier and gives our students more perspective
on amateur radio.

Thanks & 73 Doug / VE3SWRF

We also have some advertisements made up and hoped that readers of this would print one or more
out and place in their local convenience or grocery store or anywhere that there would be some
exposure.

Adl Ad2 Flyer Wallet Cards

Ad 1 and 2 have pull off tabs on the bottom for people to take with them. The flyer is better to hand
out or post on a store window. The wallet cards are regular business size cards. If a place of business
has posted our ad, then forward me their details and I'll add their name to our homepage. editor

-

-
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istracted Driving
xtension
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The distracted driving exemption for Amateur Radio
operators has been extended to January 15t 2021. READ
<MORE>

L

I

Ontario Regulation 366/09 READ <MORE>

It is recommended that anyone operating mobile should
carry a copy of each of these in their vehicles as well as
a copy of their license.
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Cross Band Repeater Setup

Crossband repeat, for those unfamiliar, is a feature offered by some dualband mobile rigs, in which
one side of the radio listens to a 70cm simplex frequency and retransmits what it hears on the input of
a 2-meter repeater. Audio from the 2-meter repeater’s output is retransmitted on the 70cm simplex
channel. That allows the user to walk around talking and listening to the 70cm simplex frequency

which is connected to the local repeater via the mobile radio.
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This setup works a
little better when
there is more than
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the crossband
repeater. Since all
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transmit when you
are. Of course, this
means that everyone
must be close
enough to hear the
repeater output.
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This arrangement is
best for when you are
using your crossband
repeater by yourself,
for example when you
are in your yard, in a
building or your
basement and would
like to be able to use
the local repeater.
Other stations using
the repeater will not
interfere with your
operations simply
because they operate
the repeater directly.
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This configuration is meant when many portable or mobile stations cannot operate any repeater
directly, so a tempory repeater is configured using 2 mobile crossband repeaters. The UHF simplex
side of things is used as the repeater link, to pass the rceived audio to the transmitter. This allows the
2 mobiles to be physically far enough apart so the the 2 VHF frequencies in use will not interefere
with each other. In addition, an additional crossband setup(s) like the first 2 examples could be used
to extend the range of this portable repeater.

EMERGENCY PORTABLE REPEATER The historical problem
USING 2 CROSS BAND EQUIPPED MOBILES with crossband repeaters
is proper identification.

CAUTION
TRANSMITTER This arrangement does not RECEIVER Let's say | have a two-way
147.165 include any identifier or 147, ?55 PL7.4 crossband repeater set up
transmit watchdog. . . .
in my vehicle. What it
4———— UHF LINK 446.30 < hears on the 2m side is
PLO7.4 retransmitted on the 70cm
side and vice versa. I'm
operating from a location
away from the vehicle and
I'm receiving and
ANY MOBILE OR PORTABLE transmitting on the 70cm
TRANSCEIVER 147.165+ PLS7 .4 frequency that the
crossband repeater is set
up for.

When | key up and transmit, | can identify my station (the handheld) in the normal fashion. However,
the crossband repeater is also transmitting. | can cover it's identification by saying "VE3AA through
the VE3AA repeater"”. This identifies the repeater station. However, when the crossband repeater
hears something on 2m and repeats it on 70cm, how does that transmission on 70cm get identified?
Typically, it doesn't.

One downside: The mobile radio is not made for the long transmit times that can be associated with
crossband mode. Turning down the RF power on the rig is not a total solution, so use crossbhand
repeat carefully.




ACHTUNG!

LLE TOURISTEN UND NON-TECHNISCHEN LOOKENS PEEPERS.
DAS MACHINEKONTROL IST NICHT FUR GERFINGERPOKEN
UND DER MITTENGRABBEN. ODERVISE IST EASYSNAPPEN
DER SCHPRING-GENVERKES UND BLOWENFUSERS, MIT
POPPENCORKEN UND SCHPITZ-ENSCHPARKENS.
DAS MACHINEN IST DIGGEN BEI EXPERTEN EINLY.
IST NICHT FUR GERVERKEN BEI DER DUMMKOPFEN!
DER RUBBERKNECKEN SIGHTGESEERS MUSST KEEPEN D
KOTTENPICKEN HANDTS IN DER POCKETS.

SO RELAXEN UND WATCHEN DER BLINKENLIGHTS




N = > — )
GBARC on Facebook
Editors Needed
The club has a page on Facebook to advertise our club and as a place to post interesting articles.
These articles are posts that are found in the course of surfing the web, or an interesting topic talked
about at the coffee shop or breakfast, or a project done, or something to do. We need persons to be
editors to add posts like this. A club membership is not required to be an editor, just the need to
positively promote amateur radio, and share that with others.

All we ask is that posts are directed towards readers of all ages, this means everything is
G-Rated. This link is to our facebook page, if you go there please “Like” us. <READ MORE>

Portable Repeater Project

This has been on the wish list for some time, a portable repeater for use at events like the Blue
Mountain Half Marathon etc. The equipment is self-contained and moveable to just about anywhere.
Recently 2 Motorola Spectra radio’s were purchased by the club and some work has been completed
like setting the radio’s up for suitable frequencies, the assigning of a PL tone and the addition of a
COR signal (A digital signal that determines when the receiver is in use). We also have a simple
controller called the ID-O-Matic which has also been installed.

There is more to do and if you are interested in helping out then contact Bobby VE3PAV or Frank
VA3GUF.

This is what is left to do.

. Provide power supply, depending on use ie: cigar
lighter plug, clips for battery connection or a regular
power supply. (transmitter is currently set to 40
watts)

Provide suitable fuses/fuseholder to supply both
radios and the controller.

Install the 2 mini-uhf connectors on coax for
rcvr/xmtr

Install cooling fan for transmitter if you want one, will
need a small 12vcd relay and some wiring. You can

buy one from Hamgadgets or make one up.
Adjust controller audio levels.
Perform testing on working model to determine if there are any issues.

Duplexers
Frank has the handmade duplexers
These need to be cleaned internally, repairs made if needed and set up for our frequencies.

Want to keep up to date with GBARC? aneasy wayis to make
GBARC your browsers homepage. Then whenever you start your browser, the GBARC homepage
will be displayed.


https://www.facebook.com/GBARClub/
http://www.hamgadgets.com/ID-O-MATIC-IV

Pa|S|ey Fa” Falr September 9th

The Paisley Agricultural Society is responsible for the
Paisley Fall Fair each year, as it has done for 160+
years. This year the society has invited Tim Eaton
VE3RTE, from Paisley to set up a demonstration of HAM
radio at the fair. Tim suggested that we also contact the
Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club and open this invitation
# to any members who might wish to also participate in his
demonstration. The emphasis of the demonstration will
focus on the current state of the hobby as well as it's
~ practical uses especially as related to HAM radio use in

| emergency situations. However other aspects of the

s demonstration / display could also include the history of
S el HAM radio, antique equipment, noteworthy international
QSO's, SOTA and the many and varied fun and adventurous things HAM's do. In fact, this
opportunity affords to expose large numbers of people to HAM radio, including the next generation of
potential HAM's

The Paisley Fall Fair has an exceptional reputation for putting on a high-quality event. We have one
of the best-judged horse shows of any community fair anywhere. The highlight of this show is the
heavy horse competition which includes the famous 6 horse hitch. We also have a beef show, dairy
show, horticultural competition, arts and crafts, competition, education tent, children's tent, live music
in the entertainment tent and lots and lots of food. Also at the fair will be a firefighters display
complete with a truck and an ambulance display. We feel this is an ideal venue for HAM radio as
well. It is important to note that the display area is outdoors. Participants should consider this event
as like a field day. The Agricultural Society will provide a table/tables, however, participants in the
HAM demonstration/display will need to be responsible for providing any shelter deemed necessary.

The fair date is always the first Sunday after Labour Day. This year that is September 9th. If you
wish to participate in this event may contact Marvin Double via email mdoublester@gmail.com and |
will relay messages to Tim Eaton. If you know Tim you might wish to contact him directly.

UPCOMING CANWARN TRAINING sumitted by rick vesus

CANWARN is a volunteer organization of ham radio operators who report severe
weather to Environment Canada. They confirm on the ground what satellites and
radar see in the atmosphere. READ <MORE>

April 5 — Sarnia — 7 PM - Sarnia Yacht Club, 1220 Fort St. Point Edward, RSVP to Bill Hoad at
billhoadOO@gmail.com

April 10 — Grey County/Owen Sound — 6:30 PM — Bayshore Community Centre, 1900 3rd Ave E,
Owen Sound, RSVP to https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canwarn-storm-spotter-training-2018-tickets-
42246874539

April 18 - London — 7 PM — Room T1003, Building T, Fanshawe College, 1001 Fanshawe College
Blvd, London


mailto:mdoublester@gmail.com
http://weather.gc.ca/
https://gbarc.ca/canwarn.php

April 23 — Simcoe County/Midhurst — 7 PM — County of Simcoe Admin Centre, 1110 Highway 26,
Midhurst. RSVP to https://ca.apm.activecommunities.com/simcoe/Activity_Search/82

April 25 — Huron County/Clinton — 7 PM— Clinton Town Hall, 23 Albert St, Clinton

April 26 — Niagara Region/Thorold — 7 PM — Niagara Region Headquarters, Council Chambers, 1815
Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold

April 30 — Perth County/Stratford — 7 PM — Perth County Paramedic Headquarters, 480 Douro St,
Stratford

May 3 — Durham Region/Whitby — 7 PM- Whitby Centennial Building, 416 Centre St S,
Whitby...course available to Whitby residents only initially

May 5 — Toronto — 9 AM — Environment and Climate Change Canada Headquarters, 4905 Dufferin St
May 8 — Markham — 7 PM — venue to be determined
May 9 — Kitchener-Waterloo — 7 PM — Forbes Room, RIM Park, 2001 University Ave. E, Waterloo

May 10 — Mallorytown — 6:30 PM — Mallorytown Community Hall, 76 County Road 5 South,
Mallorytown

May 12 — Haliburton County/Irondale — 9:30 AM — Bark Lake Leadership and Conference Centre,
1551 Bark Lake Drive, Irondale.

RSVP to https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canwarn-storm-spotter-training-2018-tickets-43941510240
May 14 — Iroquois — 6:30 PM — Iroquois Legion, 24 Dundas St., Iroquois

May 14 — Peterborough — 7 PM — Peterborough Lawn Bowling Club, 577 McDonnel Street

May 15 — Kingston — 6:30 PM — Location to be announced

May 15 — Dufferin County/Orangeville — 7 PM — Dufferin County Courthouse, 55 Zina Street,
Orangeville

May 16 — Oakville — 7 PM — Glenorchy-Dakota Room, Halton Regional Headquarters, 1151 Bronte
Road, Oakuville

May 17 — Hamilton/Stoney Creek — 6:30 PM — Stoney Creek City Hall, 777 Highway 8, Stoney Creek

May 22 — Essex County/Essex — 7 PM — Shaheen Room at the Essex Centre Sports Complex — 60
Fairview Ave W, Essex

May 23 — Sudbury/Azilda — 6:30 PM — Lionel E. Lalonde Centre, 239 Montee Principale, Azilda

May 24 — Temiskaming Shores/New Liskeard — 6:30 PM — Riverside Place, 55 Riverside Drive, New
Liskeard



May 26 — Belleville — 9:30 AM — 3rd floor Conference Room, Belleville Public Library, 254 Pinnacle
St., Belleville

Geoff Coulson
Warning Preparedness Meteorologist, Meteorological Service of Canada
Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada

Geoff.coulson@canada.ca/ Tel: 416 739-4466

Inverhuron Ham Radio Club Highlights
The Inverhuron Ham Radio club has plans to

N\ 7 I:‘ 3 I H R participate in a number of events this summer. We
B g A ] have been looking at and testing different location to

do portable set ups for ARRL Field Day on June 23/24

Inverfiuron Ham e — and 2018 and International Youth Day on Sunday
e e August 12, 2018. We are also hoping to participate
o E—— the International Light House and Light Ship Weekend

NOG 210 va‘*‘“‘”"_ ' in August at the Kincardine Lighthouse. It is again

open to the public so we are going to be contacting
DR Gt v the person that looks after the lighthouse to see if we
pgmail com can do a set up even for a few hours. We also hope to
do some outdoor meetings over the summer in the
area to show interested folks, with a focus on youth, what Ham radio is all about. Living in Inverhuron,
a cottage community, offers access to many people from other areas as well. We hope to make the
best of that by doing portable set ups in a local park close to the beach a few weekends this summer.
We are just taking things slowly to grow local interest in Ham radio and hopefully also grow the club
membership a bit too!
73,Rob Noakes, VE3PCP Inverhuron Ham Radio Club, VE3IHR

Websites of Interest

NSDUX Ham Radio PDFs . Perpetual Contest Calendar
http://www.n5dux.com/ham/files/pdi/index.php http://www.contestcalendar.com//perpetualcal.php

QR_P RADIO CLUB WEB SITES The Elmira Amateur Radio Club Newsletter
http://www.4sgrp.com/resource/grp clubs.htm <READ MORE>

Ontars — Operating Daily from 7am to 6pm 3.755Mhz LSB
Read <MORE>

g www.ontars.com
.
&

.
(/O,
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The Last Word

A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter by submitting news stories or
interesting web links or ideas. Thanks to President Frank, Doug VE3WRF, Mike VE3MKX, Marvin in
Paisley, Rob VE3PCP, Rick VE3US plus others.

If you have something then send it to contact@gbarc.ca , any format, any size, anytime.

Upcoming

Club Meeting March 27" 7pm

Canwarn Training April 101

Breakfast Call April 14t

Cross Band Repeat Day April 15t

For details on these and other events please go <HERE>

Help US Out

Please forward this newsletter to other hams or those interested in the hobby. For this and links to
previous newsletters please go <HERE> or copy/paste this https://gbarc.ca/archivel.php

Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is posted? Sign up for our mailing
list. We send out only few mailings a month and you can unsubscribe at any time. No ads and no
personal information, your email address is never shared with anyone else.

https://www.gbarc.ca/lists/?p=subscribe

Thanks and see you at the next meeting

Editor Tom VA3TS
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