
 

 

  

 

As you may know, the Paisley repeater is 

currently out of service for repairs and 

updates. The old Motorola MSF5000 will 

be retired and replaced with the newer MTR2000 

repeater. This is a more modern radio and should serve 

the clubs needs for many years. However, there are 

always issues to solve when replaceing equipment which 

is not identical to the original and Bernie and I have 

identified some of these are are preparing solutions to 

these issues. These take time, so please be patient. The 

club spare repeater is currently at the Paisley site but an 

issue has cropped up here as well, so for the time being, 

this is off the air as well.  

The same old issue keeps re-appearing and that is the 

relatively poor condition of the antenna feedline at the 

site.  
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I would like to suggest and encourage the ACS (ARES) Emergency Co-ordinators to investigate the 

replacement of the cable in the view of an emergency communications infrastructure for Grey and 

Bruce Counties. 

It would be preferential for our areas ACS groups to push this issue instead of GBARC. The other 

entities involved may we be more agreeable if the requests are made by emergency communication 

experts. 

I have included below some contact information for the different groups. Perhaps there are others, I 

will leave that to the ACS groups. 

I would appreciate it if the EC's were able to provide their thoughts on this either at a club meeting or 

on our forums.  

================================================== 

Ontario Critical Infrastructure Assurance Program Strategy 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-critical-infrastructure-assurance-program-strategy 

 

Environment Canada Weather Radio Paisley XMJ320 

If your local Weatheradio transmitter service is experiencing any technical and/or content issues, 

please email weatheradiometeo-service@ec.gc.ca. 

1-877-789-7733 

 

Explornet 

Manager, Field Operations ON W 

T: (905)380-4339  

Jason.Wanamaker@xplore.ca 

 

Ontario Trilliums 

https://otf.ca/ 

https://otf.ca/our-grants 

RAC Auxiliary Communications Service 

https://www.rac.ca/acs/ 

================================================== 

73 Tom VA3TS 

 

Elsie's is now open for breakfast at 09:00. (Winter Hours) 
Read More 
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Doug VE3DGY

Each month at our club meeting we start off with a Tech Talk. Members are encouraged 
to offer their presentations. Subject can be anything of interest in Ham radio, maybe you 
installed a new radio or antenna, or discovered something new on you-tube. Don't 
assume that what you have isn't good enough. Bring it along for discussion. 
  

 

This antenna was described by Bill, 

G4KIH in Sprat 52 and is actually a 

G5RV modified to fit into a small space. 

Although a compromise, it performs well. 

Spacers made from glass fibre sheet cut 

into strips was used, each 6 inches long. 

The parallel antenna wires are secured 

with wire wraps.  

The British standard garden as we all 

know is often too small to erect an 

efficient all band antenna. The antenna 

described in this article, is a 

compromise, as are all multiband 

antennas. But nevertheless, it is easy to 

make and performs extremely well. The 

maximum length of garden dictated that 

the antenna should be 18.28m (60ft). All band capability was required, and having tried various 

designs with poor results it was decided to try folding a full size G5RV using the Linear Loading 

Principle. 

Linear loading is where you take a full-size antenna and fold the elements into a smaller physical 

space maintaining four to six inches separation between the folded elements. There is some 

interaction between the folded elements and the main radiator usually lowers the feed point 

impedance. However, as this antenna is tuned using an ATU this is not an issue. 

The original spacers were made from fibre glass sheeting, but any water proof and rigid material 

would be acceptable. Suitable spacers are now available as G5-SPACE from Waters & Stanton. 

When constructed the antenna was fed with 300ohm slotted feeder and 50ohm coax. The feeders 

can be strapped for Top Band operation. A choke balun was later added to eliminate RF levels in the 

shack. 

Since the design was originally published in Sprat No.52, many amateurs who have constructed this 

antenna have contacted Bill to report that this design works extremely well. From his shack USA, has 

been worked on 40m, VK, ZL, PY, LU on 20m most of Europe with QRP on 160m and 80m. 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

Bill adds, "The antenna has worked well for me for nine years, if you have a small garden give it a try 

it might work for you".  https://www.zerobeat.net/g3ycc/sga.htm 

A Small Garden Antenna by Bill G4KIH 

 

Don VE3IDS 

I built a new 
shack in the 
backyard last 
summer. 
Doing some 
fixing and 
building.  

It's quite comfortable. It is a 
free standing 10x10 shed kit 
that I insulated and finished 
inside. I have pot lights and 
electric heat. I have been 
doing repairs more than 
operating.    

 If there are any club 
members that need repairs 
to gear that they can't 
handle, I might be 
able to help.  

73 Don  
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The March meeting did not have a quorum and so the February minutes were not ratified. These are 
included below 

 

Minutes of Meeting 
GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting 

March,25,2025 

Call to order by Marvin VE3VCG at 7:05 

ATTENDANCE 

Executive: Marvin Double VE3VCG vice President, 
Bobby Pavlovic VE3PAV secretary 

Members: Greg Larocque VE3RQY, Janet Double 
VA3EAC, Tom St.Amand VA3TS, , Dave Newcombe 
VE3WI, Philip deKat VE3DPB, ADAM VE3FP, Larry 
Price VE3WDF, Dan Mills VA3DNY, Sheldon Greig 
VA3SGZ, Bernie VE3BQM 

No Quorum 

Tech Talk 

David VE3WI talked about P.E.P-Peak envelope 
power. 

He had a oscilloscope, a bird watt meter and a micro-
bitx radio 

for the demonstration how to calculate P.E.P. 

Finance report: bank charges 5.00, Dues 
$135.00,50/50 draw $57.50 

donation from Tex $ 25.00. new balance $xxxx.83.  
Total new members 30 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:00pm 

 

============================================== 

GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting 

Feb.25.2025 

Call to order by Tex Brown VE3USI 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

ATTENDANCE 

Executive:Tex Brown VE3USI President,Doug Mcdougall VE3DGY Treasury,Marvin Double VE3VCG 

vice president,Bobby Pavlovic VE3PAV secretary 

Members: Greg Larocque VE3RQY, Marvin Double VE3VCG, Tom St.Amand VA3TS, Dave 

Newcombe VE3WI, Richard Osborne VE3OZW, Philip deKat VE3DPB, Bernie Monderie VE3BQM, 

Kirk, Janet Double VA3EAC, Mark VA3VBE, ADAM VE3FP, Larry Price VE3WDF, Dan Mills 

VA3DNY, Sheldon Greig VA3SGZ, Mary Watson VA3ILT 

Quorum: yes 

Tech Talk: 

Tom VA3TS: Icom 705 setup 

Tom  started his presentation by showing his Icom IC-705 and backpack setup for QRP. He was 

displaying his go bag and antenna. The total  weight is about 11lbs all equipped. It comes with a 

small display on a box that Tom made showing voltage and amperage of the lipo battery. 

Tex talked about a portable battery pack. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Minutes of the november meeting were published in the newsletter and on the 

GBARC website. The minutes were accepted as written and passed by vote. (motion: Phil VE3DPB, 

second: Tom VA3TS) 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Doug VE3DGY submitted the finance report up to the February meeting. 

Member’s : new and renewed 11 member’s $380.00,RAC insurance:$545.17,ham of the year plaque 

$45.14,bank balance $xxxx.33. 

The treasurer's report was accepted and passed by vote. (motion:Janet VA3EAC ,second:Richard 

VE3OZW 

OLD BUSINESS: 

LOTW Dave VE3WI looking into it, Carried over to next meeting, The fox will be going out in March. 

NEW BUSINESS: QSL party, field day location, Christmas dinner maybe doing a potluck,GREG 

suggested the ball diamonds in Owen Sound for field day 

The 50/50 Draw winner:TEX VE3USi won $57.50 he donated $25.00 to the club. 

 Meeting Adjourned at 8:05 PM (motion: phil VE3DPH, second: ADAM VE3FP 

 

============================================== 
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Send your interesting web finds in and they will be posted here 

K1POO OCF antenna 

https://rsars.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/k1poo-4-band-ocfd-40-20-15-10m-richard-formato-

iss-1-3.pdf 

VK6YSF Station 

https://vk6ysf.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Our current membership has 30 on our list. Go to our web page for details. 

 

 

https://www.iaru.org/on-the-air/world-amateur-radio-day/

 

 

 

Join us for our weekly get together 

 “On the Air” 

The club meets each Wednesday evening on VE3OSR 146.940  

T97.4 hz  at 7:30 pm local time,  

and on 3.783 Mhz +/- immediately following.  
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The Last Word 
A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter by submitting news stories or 

interesting web links or ideas. If you have something then send us a an email with  

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php, and we will get back to you.  

 

Help US Out Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is posted? Sign up for 

our mailing list. No ads and no personal information, your email address is never 

shared with anyone else.  Subscribe 

Membership for details regarding membership in the club click here: Membership 

Join the Radio Amateurs of Canada 

Our National Voice https://www.rac.ca/ 
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