
 

 

Tom VA3TS 

 
On our homepage at gbarc.ca I added a 
u-tube video of tips to “Grow our club”, to 
make the club something that member’s 

want to build up and participate in. The authors made 
up a check list to gauge how we are doing on the club 
front and I have included the main points below. Our 
biggest issue, that I can see is demographics. I think I 
could count on one hand the members we have that 
are younger than 50 so I believe that our priority 
should be the recruitment of younger people to join 
our ranks.  
 
But let’s talk about this as a group at our meetings.   
 
Below are points from the video 
 
Ask what THEY are interested in 
Start a U-tube Channel 
Start a large project  
 
1.Look for a way to get members involved 
2.Look for ways to raise money 
3.Take stock of your current club assets 
4.Look for ways to advertise your club 
5.Attend as many hamfests as you can 
6.Communicate to members 
7.Have a monthly meeting 
8.Add activities to the club Calendar 
9.Meet current members 
10.Host testing sessions, radio courses 
11.Food …always at any gathering 
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Tex VE3USI

 
13th December 2025 at Elsies Restaurant 
 
This is a short form menu for our December Christmas Luncheon. Please 
reply to Tex VE3USI who will compile everyone's wishes and submit them to 
Elsies. The number after the item is the cost. Place an X after the item you 

wish to order ...or you can order from the regular menu when we get there. Either way, 
let Tex know your preference.  
 
For more menu details go to the October newsletter  or send email to Tex VE3USI 
 
Starter 
Butternut Squash Soup   $6    ____ 
Poached Pear Salad       $11  ____ 
 
Main Courses 
Turkey Dinner                   $21  ____ 
10oz NY Strip                   $32  ____ 
Vegetable Wellington       $18  ____ 
  
Desserts 
Home Made Pumpkin Pie $4   ____ 
NY Cheesecake                $9  ____ 
Tiramisu Jar                      $8  ____ 
 
 
Order from the existing menu ____ 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

Bring along any door prize items to the November meeting.  
 

Please wrap them ..thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch is SERVED

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/archive/nl2025oct.pdf
mailto:ve3usi@gmail.com?subject=Christmas%20Luncheon


 

QRP OLD SCHOOL Don VE3IDS 

  
I have been interested in vintage gear and their history for quite a while and 
a little rig called the “PARASET” has held a particular fascination for me. The 
Paraset was a small, for the time, portable radio that was often dropped by 
parachute behind enemy lines during WW2. They were for the resistance 

forces to be able to get info out to the British forces from clandestine locations in 
France, Belgium and Holland. 
  
The radio consisted of a 
single tube (valve to the 
British) 6V6 transmitter, 
crystal controlled and a two 
tube, 6SL7s, regenerative 
receiver and was CW only. 
The home stations were in 
England and used high 
power transmitters and large 
rhombic antennas with top 
line receivers so there was 
no problem communicating 
with a low power 4 watt 
portable station across the 
English Channel. The radio 
and power supply were often 
packaged in a common 
small suitcase so as to not 
attract attention from enemy 
soldiers. It was a very risky 
business indeed to have and 
use one of these and they 
risked immediate execution if 
caught. To make matters 
worse, a regenerative 
receiver emits a signal out 
the antenna from the 
regenerative oscillator that is 
the heart of the simple 
regen. The Germans were 
wise to this and would travel around with trucks equipped with sensitive receivers 
listening for the regen signals. In the later parts of the war, the Parasets were used 
more in rural areas because of this. They had either a mains powered supply or a 
battery powered vibrator supply. 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

There are a number of 
hams who have built 
replicas of the Paraset 
and some get quite into it 
by dressing in period 
costume and operating 
spy skeds to the “home” 
station. I have built a 
Paraset this summer and 
have made a few nice 
QSOs with it but I haven’t 
gone to the extreme of 
dressing as a spy hi hi. 
The rig covers 80 and 40 
and sounds pretty decent 
on the air as long as you 
don’t load it too hard, like 
any simple tube oscillator-

transmitter. It can operate with quite varied types of antennas. It can use a 50-ohm 
dipole or a random wire. The TX has a plate tune variable as well as an  
 
antenna tune variable and can load pretty much anything. When they were used in the 
real situations, a piece of wire, a metal roof, a car body, or even the proverbial bed 
springs could be used as an antenna. I packaged mine in an aluminum tool case that I 
think looks a little like it could have been on Get Smart. The Paraset itself is housed in 
a pine box that I made from scraps in the wood shop. The front panel is made from an 
old tractor slow moving triangle sign that I cut up and buffed with the belt sander. The 
tube sockets and tubes are vintage as are all the knobs and the headphones. It isn’t a 
museum replica but I tried to keep it fairly close with the parts I had available. For the 
power supply, I had a Drake AC4 supply that outputs 800 VDC and 12VAC. I needed 
400VDC and 6VAC for the Paraset but the AC4 has a 110/220 switch and if you run it 
with the switch in the 220 position and power it with 120VAC, you get half voltage 
which is perfect. Just make up an appropriate cable from the AC4 to the Paraset and 
Bob’s your uncle. 
 
Here is a bit more info from the net on the Paraset: 
https://www.paraset.nl/aa/ 
  
I have posted a short video of my build on YouTube: 
https://youtube.com/shorts/noq_TQEuIKw?si=VbfytRUOyjh-J1B4 
  
73 Don ve3ids 
 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

Marvin VE3VCG 

 
On November 11 every year we observe Remembrance Day and 
specifically the end of the War to end all Wars, WWI. However, today 
Remembrance Day has been expended to include all veteran’s who have 
served over the many decades since. 

 
Radio is one of the technical innovations which makes modern military operations 
possible. During World War II radio was one of the key technologies used by all sides 
in their war fighting efforts.  
 
Canada was a significant contributor to how radio was used to secretly gather 
important, valuable intelligence and communications that helped turn the tide of the 
war. 
 
In 1940, on the north shore of Lake Ontario, near the towns of Whitby and Oshawa, 
Canada, in cooperation with the British create a training camp know formally as STS 
(Special Training School) 103. Informally the camp became known as “Camp X”. 
 
The intended purpose of this facility was to train clandestine operatives who would go 
into occupied Europe as spies and saboteurs. Their function was to disrupt or destroy 
the ability for Germany to conduct military operations. 
 
The following has been quoted from, “Canada Declassified”.   
 
“In the spring of 1942, HYDRA crackled to life at Camp X, in Oshawa, Canada. 
Cobbled together from spare parts by Benjamin deforest Bayly, a Canadian engineer, it 
was the main hub of British Security Coordination’s communications between Britain 
and North America”. 
 
“...And their set-up was impressive. A 10-kw transmitter and a transatlantic cable linked 
the BSC training camp in Oshawa to the Secret Intelligence Service in London. 
Additional telex lines linked the camp to the BSC offices in New York, as well as to 
officials in Ottawa and Washington. Traffic over the lines was transmitted securely, at a 
rate of 100 words per minute, thanks to the Rockex, a teletype encryption device (also 
invented by Bayly). The need for speed and security was high. It was over these lines 
that Britain, the United States and then Canada shared raw signals intelligence 
intercepts and top-secret ULTRA intelligence. It was, as historian David Stafford has 
described it, “an integral part of a system in which there was fully developed Allied 
cooperation in signals intelligence,” and a “harbinger of things to come.” 
 
For more information go to  https://www.camp-x.com/hydra.html 
  or https://intrepid-society.org/camp-x/ 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://www.camp-x.com/hydra.html
https://intrepid-society.org/camp-x/


 

 
 
I believe that it is important to acknowledge all those who served, or contributed in 
some fashion on Remembrance Day. However, we owe it to them, and ourselves to do 
all we can to also maintain peace. 
 
 
 

Elsie's is now open for breakfast at 09:00am. (Winter Hours)  
Read More 

 

 

Doug VE3DGY

Each month at our club meeting we start off with a Tech Talk. Members are 
encouraged to offer their presentations. Subject can be anything of interest 
in Ham radio, maybe you installed a new radio or antenna, or discovered 
something new on you-tube. Don't assume that what you have isn't good 

enough. Bring it along for discussion. 
 

This is a list of GBARC inventory as a current work in progress for the moment. 

More items to be added to the list as it becomes available from members. Members who 

have GBARC inventory at this time should contact me so that we can put it all on this list 

for all to see.  Just email me or add it to this thread and I will update the above list.   

73 Frank VA3GUF   Forums 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting  
GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting 
 

Gbarc october meeting    Oct.28.2025 
 
Executive: President Tom VA3TS, vice president: Marvin VE3VCG, treasury Doug 
VE3DGY, secretary: Bobby VE3PAV 
 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/meet.php
mailto:VA3-GUF@outlook.com?subject=Club%20Inventory
https://gbarc.ca/meetingminutes.php


 

Attendance: kirk ve3kxx, tex ve3usi, greg ve3rqy, bernie ve3bqm, janet va3eac, philip 
ve3dbp, paul ve3dkr, larry ve3wdf, adam ve3fp, ken va3ove, jim ve3jmd, mary va3ilt, 
Dan VE3DNY 
 
call to order by Tom at 7:00pm 
Quorum-yes 
 
Tech talk:Frank talked about AREDN Mesh network 
 
Kirk had a presentation of the problems caused by the Orilla ice storm of spring 2025. 
 
Acceptance of the previous minutes  Motion by:Tex 1st:Phil 2nd Bernie AIF:all 
 
Treasurers report: 
Acceptance of the report Motion by Bernie,1st by Frank,2nd by Dan.AIF:all 
Old Business: 
Tom discussed the work that was done at the paisley repeater site, a new  heliax cable 
was installed. 
 
Frank-club equipment inventory update-he explained how to inventory equipment, 
Frank:Advanced operator training course, there are 3 students are involved. 
Doug: Constitution and bylaw revisions 
Tex Dec,13 at 1:00pm christmas luncheon,please let tex know if you are attending and 
if you're ordering off the christmas menu or regular menu, by end of November, door 
prizes are needed. 
 
omitted from the sept.minutes, A committee  was formed to look into and apply for a 
ARDC grant for club projects. The members are Jim,David,Frank,Marvin and Bobby. 
 
Jim talked about the ongoing work by the group for the ARDC grant. 
 
New Business: Frank discussed on Nov.17 Grey county will run a emergency training 
at 9:30-10:00 on the repeaters. 
Jim won the 50/50 draw 
Motion to Adjourn: Time 8:53pm, motion by Bernie, 1st by phil, 2nd by Dan AIF:all 
 
  

Send your interesting web finds in and they will be posted here 
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Thank you for joining our 
club or renewing your 

existing annual membership. 
Renewal dues for the 2026 
year can be paid anytime 

after September 1st . 
Click HERE to go to our 

membership page.  
Or send email to our 

treasurer Doug VE3DGY 
 

thanks 
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Membership Go to our web page for details. Membership renewals can be paid 

anytime after September 1st  for the following year

The Last Word 
A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter by submitting 

news stories or interesting web links or ideas. If you have something then send us a 

an email with  https://gbarc.ca/contact.php, and we will get back to you.  

 

Help US Out Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is 

posted? Sign up for our mailing list. No ads and no personal information, your email address is never 

shared with anyone else.  Subscribe 

 

 

Join the Radio 

Amateurs of Canada  

 

Our National Voice 
https://www.rac.ca/ 

 

 

Join us for our weekly get together 

 “On the Air” 

The club meets each Wednesday evening on VE3OSR 146.940  

T97.4 hz  at 7:30 pm local time,  

and on 3.783 Mhz +/- immediately following.  

 

 

 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/members.php
https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://www.gbarc.ca/lists/?p=subscribe
https://www.rac.ca/
https://www.gbarc.ca/lists/?p=subscribe

