
 

 

Tom VA3TS 

 
Here we are after a nice summer and at 
the start of a new club fiscal year. I have 
taken over from Tex VE3USI as club 

president, many thanks. It has been many years since 
I was Club Pres, and I’ve been busy with website, 
newsletter, club activities and repeater over the years. 
If you are interested in club history then this club page 
has is a record of all executives since 1973.  
 
The goal is to make our radio club vision, one of 
enjoying the hobby through hands on projects, 
operating activities and social events.  
 
Finally, thanks to all who answered the call and 
submitted newsletter items, volunteered to help out 
with events like Field Day, Pota or Terry Fox or the 
many other examples too numerous to mention here.  
See you at the meeting 
 

 
Approximately 5 years ago the antenna feedline on 
the 300 foot tower near Paisley came loose during 
high winds. The tower owner, had a company come in 
and resecured the feedline to prevent further damage. 
However, the damage had been done and the 
performance has degraded consistently over the last 
few years to the point where high swr is now the rule 
and not the exception.  
 
We use this feedline along with Environment Canada 
who operate their weather radio transmitter on 
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162.455 and have enjoyed a positive relationship with them in the recent past. This 
relationship is paying off in dividends now, due to EnvCanada's desire to replace this 
feedline and who has asked if we as a club would like to participate in the replacement. 
The tower owner does not have the will to do this themselves but will not stand in the 
way of it being replaced by others. 
 
Your club assisted EnvCanada with the testing and subsequent determination that the 
feedline could not be repaired and the best recourse would be to replace the cable. 
This is a 7/8 inch heliax cable. 
 
EnvCanada had asked for a quote to replace the cable from Spectrum telecom and 
has received same. I won't go into details here but the information will be at the 
September club meeting for those who wish to peruse it. Suffice it to say that the costs 
are in the order of $10k which included materials and installation/labour for 3 days 
work. 
 
In order to guarantee our (the clubs) access to the site and feedline, we have offered to 
EnvCanada, assistance with this expense to the amount of $2k which includes any 
taxes. 
 
Our radio club has been the recipient over many years by organizations which 
permitted our use of their facilities. This includes Bell Canada, Rogers and Explorenet, 
to which we are grateful. For all the years that our club repeaters have been hosted by 
others, we have yet to have any ongoing expense for hydro to run our gear or payment 
for tower access. When we moved VE3OSR to the Rogers site, Rogers installed our 
UHF link feedline and antenna at very little cost to us other than the cost of the feedline 
and antenna itself, many thanks. 
 
Since we are a small group of some 30 members, the $2k depletes our bank account 
somewhat. This email is therefore to encourage members please renew their 
membership in GBARC. If you are so inclined, you may consider something that is 
over and above the renewal fee itself and if that is the case, then we appreciate any 
amount you may deem appropriate. 
 
We are excited to be close to a solution to this 5 year issue at Paisley and look forward 
to the VE3GBT repeater delivering the same excellent coverage it once had. 
 
Finally, whatever help you can offer is appreciated with our thanks. 
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We had a good time at Field Day this year at Victoria Park. In attendance were Dan 
VA3DNY, Frank VA3GUF,  Adam VE3FP, Greg VE3RQY, Larry VE3WDF, Dave 
VE3WI, Bernie VE3BQM, Tom VA3TS, Phil VE3DPBb, Kevin VA3RCA, Richard 
VE3OZW, Mark VA3VBE 
 
Guests: Ken VA3OVE, Mary VE3ILT, Bart VE3XBO, Amanda, Ray VE3DDU, Paul 
VE3EFQ, Kirk Joch, Rob & Mike Paramedic's, Grey county emergency co-ordinator, 
Mr. Mcleve and Marlene Mcleve 
 
We had a nice big tent to use courtesy of the 
M’Wikwedong Indigenous Friendship Centre 
and a trailer both arranged for by Greg 
VE3RQY.  
 
We had the club IC7300, the portable tower 
and a wire antenna for the lower bands. Thanks to Frank GUF and Ken OVE for 
putting up the beam.  
 
Bernie was chief cook and did a fine job 
at dinner as well as breakfast on Sunday 
morning. Somehow bacon that Bernie 
does seems to taste better. 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are a few of us in 
the tent. It was fairly 
easy to put up and take 
down with the old adage 
that many hands make 
for light work. Pictured L-
R is Ray VE3DDU, 
Yours truly, Kevin 
VA3RCA and Mark 
VE3VBE 
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Thanks to all who participated and our organizer Frank VA3GUF. 
At my location I counted 221 runners, no incidents were reported. 
 
 (L-R Tom VA3TS, Kathy Beattie, Fred VA3STG, Ken VE3OVE, Greg VE3RQY, Kirk 
VE3KXX, Frank VA3GUF, Bobby VE3PAV and Peter VE3BBN) 
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Six Parks, One Summer Adam VE3FP 

 
GBARC takes on POTA in Our 
Conservation Areas 

This summer, GBARC brought amateur 
radio into the wild with six Parks on the Air 

(POTA) activations across local Conservation Areas in 
our region. From shaded forests to scenic lookouts, 
our members turned nature into a backdrop for radio 
waves—and community building. 

Operators including Bobby VE3PAV, Tom VA3TS, 
Adam VE3FP and Dan VA3DNY joined forces to 
activate parks such as Arran Lake Conservation Area, 
Denny's Dam Conservation Area, Colpoy's Lookout 
Conservation Area. Each outing was a blend of 

technical skill, 
teamwork, and outdoor adventure. Whether it was 
setting up antennas under the trees or logging contacts 
from picnic tables, every activation offered a chance to 
learn, connect, and enjoy the great outdoors. 

These events weren’t just about making QSOs—they 
were about making memories. For some members, it 
was their first time operating portable; for others, it was 
a chance to mentor and share their experience. The 
relaxed, open-air setting made it easy for everyone to 
get involved, and the enthusiasm was contagious. 

The success of these six 
activations has sparked 
interest in continuing POTA 

outings throughout the year. With autumn colors on the 
horizon and winter challenges ahead, we’re already 
scouting new locations and planning future dates. If you’ve 
never joined a POTA activation, now’s the time—bring your 
gear, your curiosity, and your love of radio. 

Let’s keep the momentum going and make the outdoors our 
second shack. 

73, Adam, ve3fp   
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Airvent Magnetic Mounts for Mics and Smartphones Mark VA3VBE  

Previously I had purchased at a dollar store some airvent mag mounts for use with 

smartphones in my van and my wife's RAV4.  

   

For the most part they work 

pretty well although the 

circular ones needed some 

twist ties for added support 

staying put depending on 

how well they grip your car's 

particular airvent. I 

eventually found a style 

($4.99) I prefer at Deals in 

Owen Sound that are 

curved and seem to hold 

better and be stronger and 

also come with a round and 

a rectangular steel plate.    

By having these mag 

mounts in both cars and the 

circular plate of steel on the 

back of our phones, we 

always have someplace to 

easily put our phones when 

driving.   

Later, I purchased a very 

small radio (screen & 

controls all in the mic) to put 

in my wife's car which I 

sometimes drive and we 

use for longer trips.  I 

realized that I could use the same magnetic mounts to hold the mic.  I still put the mic 

holder that came with the radio in the car, but by having a steel plate on the mic, I now 

have more options as to where it goes while driving.  
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When you buy the magnetic 

mounts, they come with at least 

one piece of steel that adheres 

to your phone or your mic. The 

ones you get from Deals come 

with two pieces of steel that you 

can choose from (although only 

the round ones seem to have 

adhesive) I have this airvent 

mag mount setup in both 

vehicles and it is really handy.  

Gives you more than one place 

to hang your mic or your phone.  

Hope this idea may be 

beneficial to others.  

  

Take care,  

VA3VBE  

  

 

 

P.S. I also used VELCRO I 

bought from Canadian Tire to 

attach my radio in the RAV4 to 

the side of the middle console 

when in use.  My wife is happy because its 

out of the way and no drilling had to be 

done.  I keep the radio in a padded and 

insulated bag in the trunk and can pull it 

out and attach very quickly as well as put 

away.  
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The AREDN® is a technology that can provide Amateur Radio operators a 

means to create a high-speed Data Networks for use in service-oriented 

and/or Emergency communications when traditional “utility” services 

(electricity, phone lines, Cell or Internet services) become unavailable. 

 

Quebec amateur radio operators are deploying a voice and data transmission network 

for emergency incident communications using the AREDN® network architecture. This 

AREDN® initiative appears to be sanctioned by RAC® per the presentation at the 

recent 2025 RAC® General Meeting in Ottawa. An AREDN® network is able to serve 

as the transport mechanism for the preferred applications people rely upon to 

communicate with each other via email, chat, VoIP phone, document sharing, video 

conferencing, and many other useful applications. Depending on the characteristics of 

the AREDN® implemented, this digital data network can operate at near-Internet 

speeds with many miles or kilometers between network nodes. 

 

AREDN® networks minimize technical expertise normally required to be configured 

since the software configures the network automatically. This facilitates licensed 

amateur radio operators to deploy a high-speed data network with relative ease during 

an emergency incident. As amateur radio operators, a high-bandwidth digital 

communication network can be set-up using amateur radio frequency bands to send 

digital data between devices which are each linked to each other forming a self-

healing, fault-

tolerant data 

network. This as 

an amateur radio 

version of an 

Intranet although 

it is not intended 

for connecting 

people to the 

Internet event 

though it is 

technically 

equivalent. 

AREDN® mesh 

network will 

provide typical 

intranet-type 
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applications to incident or event management who need to communicate across a wide 

area during an emergency or community incident. 

 

A typical message-passing scenario involves conveying the message to a radio 

operator on AREDN® who would write up a standard ICS-213 form for transmission. 

The message would then be relayed by radio to another amateur operator who would 

write it up on another ICS-213 form at the receiving end. The form would typically be 

hand-delivered to the recipient who would read and sign the form or forward the 

message via another AREDN® network link to another operator. Any 

acknowledgement or reply would then be handled through the same process from the 

receiving end back to the originator. 

 

This tried-and-true scenario has worked well, and it continues to work for handling 

much emergency and event traffic. Today, however, digital transmission is more 

commonly used instead of traditional methods and procedures. The hard copy ICS-213 

form is giving way to the Winlink electronic form, with messages being passed using 

digital technologies such as VARA, HF Pactor and others. 

 

AREDN® is to empower licensed amateur radio operators to quickly and easily deploy 

high-speed data networks when and where needed. In today’s world of technology, 

young people have become accustomed to different ways of handling their 

communication needs. The preferred methods involves short messaging and 

keyboard-to-keyboard communication, along with audio-video communication using 

Voice over IP (VoIP) and streaming technologies. The young may find this an 

interesting point to enter the Amateur Radio world with a Basic certification. 

This article is written using information derived from the RAC® presentation and 

AREDN® website. 

Frank Gufler 

VA3-GUF / VE0-GUF / VE0-VET 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining our club or renewing your existing annual membership. Renewal dues 
for the 2026 year can be paid anytime after September 1st . 

Click HERE to go to our membership page. thanks 

 

New Members 

Welcome to new club member Ken VA3OVE 
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Elsie's is now open for breakfast at 09:00am. (Winter Hours)  
Read More 

 

 

Doug VE3DGY

Each month at our club meeting we start off with a Tech Talk. Members are 
encouraged to offer their presentations. Subject can be anything of interest 
in Ham radio, maybe you installed a new radio or antenna, or discovered 
something new on you-tube. Don't assume that what you have isn't good 

enough. Bring it along for discussion. 
 

This is a list of GBARC inventory as a current work in progress for the moment. 

More items to be added to the list as it becomes available from members. Members who 

have GBARC inventory at this time should contact me so that we can put it all on this list 

for all to see.  Just email me or add it to this thread and I will update the above list.   

73 Frank VA3GUF  

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/meet.php
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Minutes of Meeting 
Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting  
GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
June,28,2025  

Meeting called to order at 3:05pm at the Field Day site, Victoria Park Owen Sound 

ATTENDANCE: 

Executive: Bobby ve3pav, Doug ve3dgy, Tex ve3usi, 

Members: Dan va3dny, Frank va3guf, Adam ve3fp, Greg ve3rqy, Larry ve3wdf, Dave 

ve3wi, Bernie ve3bqm, Tom va3ts, Phil ve3dpb, Kevin va3rca, Richard ve3ozw, Mark 

va3vbe 

Guests: Ken va3ove, Mary ve3ilt, Bart ve3xbo, Amanda, Ray ve3ddu, Paul ve3efq, 

Kirk Joch, Rob & Mike Paramedic's, Grey County emergency coordinator, Mr. Mcleve, 

Marlene Mcleve 

Quorum Yes 

May minute's accepted 1st: Adam 2nd Bernie 
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TREASURER'S REPORT: $xxxx.00 in account, treasurers report accepted by 1st: 

Dan, 2nd Bernie 

OLD BUSINESS: The new president of GBARC is Tom St.Amand 

NEW BUSINESS: volunteers needed for Bruce Peninsula multisport race, Frank will 

talk to Probus about ham radio. 

TechTalk: Adam talked about operating POTA during the summer as a group, maybe 

operating on flowerpot island, VEFF flora+fauna event 

Meeting adjourned at 3:35pm: 1st Adam, 2nd Bernie 

Minutes recorded by Bobby VE3PAV 

 

GEORGIAN BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

Minutes of the Executive Meeting Sept.5.2025 

  

Attendance: President: Tom VA3TS, Treasurer: Doug VE3DGY, Secretary: 

Bobby VE3PAV, Dan VA3DNY Guest: Frank VA3GUF  

 

VE3GBT update, $2000. For the work being done on the tower. Replacing the heliax 

cable. 

Uhf, packet, aprs and digital mode possible install at the GBT site. 

Constitution revision, having a vice president, pass president and a president. Doug 

will take care of the revision to the constitution. 

Club activities + plans, pota, special events, new ham setup day. 

Outings, Hammond radio museum in Guelph. 

Executive meetings, having it quarterly. next meeting will be Saturday Nov.22nd at 

9:00am at the Tim Horton's west hill location. 

Should we publish the executive minutes. Yes 

Keep the laptop with the 7300 when someone borrows it. 

Meeting ended at 8:55 

 

Minutes by Bobby VE3PAV 

Send your interesting web finds in and they will be posted here 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining our club or renewing your existing annual membership. Renewal dues 
for the 2026 year can be paid anytime after September 1st . 

Click HERE to go to our membership page. thanks 
 

Membership Go to our web page for details. Membership renewals can be paid 

anytime after September 1st  for the following year

The Last Word 
A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter by submitting 

news stories or interesting web links or ideas. If you have something then send us a 

an email with  https://gbarc.ca/contact.php, and we will get back to you.  

 

Help US Out Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is 

posted? Sign up for our mailing list. No ads and no personal information, your email address is never 

shared with anyone else.  Subscribe 

 

   Join the Radio Amateurs of Canada 

     Our National Voice https://www.rac.ca/ 

 

 

Join us for our weekly get together 

 “On the Air” 

The club meets each Wednesday evening on VE3OSR 146.940  

T97.4 hz  at 7:30 pm local time,  

and on 3.783 Mhz +/- immediately following.  
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