FEEDBACK

The Official Newsletter of the

Georgian Bay Amateur Radio Club

February 2026

© 1973 - 2026 GBARC

The Pres Tom VA3TS

| hope everyone had a nice Christmas
. season and New Year.

Your executive has embarked on an update to our
constitution and by-laws and all current club members
have been sent links so they can view and comment
on the proposed changes. Since our January meeting
was cancelled due to weather, this will be brought
forward at the February meeting. Tech talks for this
meeting will include a talk by Richard VE3OZW on
Net logger and from Dave VE3WI on his EFHW
antenna project.

It won’t be long, | hope, for the winter season to
loosen its grip for this year and we can once again
turn our attention to operating and social get
togethers. For me, | am looking forward to resuming
our POTA activities and getting the gang together.
This includes Bobby VE3PAV, Adam VE3FP, Doug
VE3DGY and Dan VA3DNY. Of course, all are
welcome, we usually use the webpage and the forums
to let everyone know where and when. | have
provided some informational links on the forums
regarding adjacent station interference and methods
to reduce them. All in all, a learning experience and a
lot of fun.
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Club Constitution

By-Laws

The information and articles presented
in this newsletter may be used by other
organizations so long as permission is
given by the author and a link to
www.gabrc.ca is included



https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/meet.php#agenda
https://www.gbarc.ca/ForumBB/forumdisplay.php?fid=41
https://gbarc.ca/index.php
https://gbarc.ca/archive/GBARC_cons_2016.pdf
https://gbarc.ca/archive/GBARC_bylaw_2016.pdf
https://gbarc.ca/about.php

Cl

ub Inventory

| Recently, we embarked on a quest to identify club gear and equipment to
create an inventory. This inventory is coming along nicely and the links are
included here. Not only do we record the item and its identifying information,
but also its current location. Club Inventory (forums)

VA3GUF Frank

Let’s say you would like to have an event at your QTH or at some public venue and
would like to have a display of radio gear for the public to view. The inventory will make
this easy, you will know what we have and who has it. It's simply a matter of contacting
Frank who will either make the equipment available or make arrangements for you to
pick up the items. When that happens, your Name and Call will now appear on the
inventory listing to keep the list accurate and up to date.

The last part of this article is to request all members to have a look around to see if you
have any GBARC items in your possession.
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https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://www.gbarc.ca/ForumBB/forumdisplay.php?fid=73
mailto:va3-guf@outlook.com?subject=Inventory%20Item%20Request
mailto:va3-guf@outlook.com?subject=Inventory%20Item%20Request
https://www.rac.ca/operating/bandplans/

Auxcomm Taining
RAC has announced it will be hosting an AUXCOMM training course in
Owen Sound at the end of the month of February, Saturday Feb 28 to
el Sunday Mar 01. 2026 at the Owen Sound Best Western on the Bay, 1800
2nd Avenue East. This course will show you the equipment RAC can make available
in a declared emergency as well as train you on the important aspects of an AUX-C
trained volunteer. If you are interested in receiving this training, then let me know by
sending me an email . There are 25 seats available on the course so first come first
serve so do let me know soonest as to your interest in attending. Read More

Elsie's is now open for breakfast at 09:00am. (Winter Hours)
Read More

Tech Talk poug VE3DGY

*~ Each month at our club meeting we start off with a Tech Talk. Members are
W encouraged to offer their presentations. Subject can be anything of interest
~%  in Ham radio, maybe you installed a new radio or antenna, or discovered
something new on you-tube. Don't assume that what you have isn't good
enough. Bring it along for discussion.

Minutes of Meeting

Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting

Since there was no December meeting, there are no minutes to pass
- along. The November minutes can be read by clicking the link above.

Silent Key Peter VE3BBN

We are sad to report the passing of a friend of GBARC,
Peter Richards VE3BBN. Club Secretary 2019

obit



https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
mailto:va3-guf@outlook.com?subject=Auxcomm%20Training
https://www.gbarc.ca/ForumBB/showthread.php?tid=1580&pid=2663#pid2663
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Winter Field Day

Winter Field Day was
‘w held at the QTH of Frank
- VA3GUF. We used the
ekl clubs IC-7300 which
worked well into Franks DX
Engineering 7 band OCF antenna.
The OCF Antenna was set up in
"L" format with the long leg facing
South West and the short leg

m VE3OSR Score - 50 Points
Contest: DX =
Band Mod SO Pt i 1L :
ag.s LSBe e ; ; facing North West ‘Antenna reqwred no manual
7 LSB 23 23 tuning requests with the exception of the lower
14 USB 17 17 frequency end of the 80M band. In attendance on
21 USB 3 3 Saturday were Adam VE3FP, Dan VA3DNY, Tom
. tZg gzzh Sg Sg VA3TS, Frank VA3GUF and Doug VE3DGY. XYL
chr:. 50 Marie-Claude VE3 YNO had a nice beer stew for
1 Mul'; =1.0Q's us with fixings and desert. Many thanks from all of
’ Rescore o
File =
Statistics  Graph Sunday
morning
Operator 35 7 14 21 28 Tot .
a1 @ conditions
VAGUF | 2| 6 17| _l | 25 got worse as
VAITS | 377\ 77} | 12 the day went
vemer | | | '3 4 7 || onsowe
Totatl | 3|23] 17| 3| 4| s0] shut down
early. At

5:30 in the morning there was only the odd
station that | found and easily contacted.
Even tried to stay on frequency calling CQ Field Day in those early hours with no
contacts made or attempted. Picked up a bit later and there again was often the only
one answering the CQ Field Day call.

&  J



https://gbarc.ca/contact.php

& Douqg VE3DGY

- Antenna Radiation Comparison Using WSPR Network

. The intent of this experiment was to compare the radiation performance of
three different antenna systems. The experiment used the WSPR Network to
collect the data.

The Three antennas were:

1. EFHW (ARRL Kit), 73 ft long and ends up 8ft
and 40ft

2. AlphaDelta Dipole 33ft(for 20m), up 40ft

3. Chameleon MPAS 2.0 portable vertical 18ft
with Hybrid Micro matching unit

WSPR Network Elements:

1. WSPR Transmitter 200mw transmitting at
14.097MHz

2. Weak Signal Propagation Reporter Network
(wsprnet.org)

Experiment:

The WSPR Transmitter was connected directly via coax to each antenna in turn and
allowed to transmit for 5 minutes, the experiment was contained in a 20 minute
window.

The results were viewed on the WSPRnet.org website from receivers stationed around
the world.

¢  WSPRnet

 Wedane 1o e Wk S e Hopormm Ntk



https://gbarc.ca/contact.php

Data comes out in the following format:

EFHW Oct 28 2025

Timestamp ~| Call |~ MHz + SNR |~ Drift [+ Grid ~ Pwr |~ Reporter ~| RGrid ~ k-l az ~| Mode ~
2025-10-28 13:18 VE3DGY 14.097116 -14 0 EN94np 0.2 KeVzK 3324 260 W-2
2025-10-28 13:20 VE3DGY 14.097114 -5 0 EN94np 0.2 WJ5DX 2319 240 W-2

Results:

Antenna Contacts > 2K Km Contacts > 3K Km Furthest Contact

Dipole 18 8 6062 km

EFHW 9 1 3324 km

Vertical 9 0 2518 km

Conclusions:

Not surprising that the dipole appeared to be more effective. | use the Chameleon

vertical with 100w for POTA work and it is easy to set up and appears to make good
contacts into the US. | was curious how it would stand up to the other configurations.

As a side note | have used the Chameleon EFHW which takes more time to set up and
the antidotal evidence was that it didn’'t enable more POTA contacts, at least in the US.

Thank you for joining our club or renewing your existing annual membership.
Renewal dues for the 2026 year can be paid anytime after September 15t 2025.

Click HERE to go to our membership page. thanks


https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/membership.php
https://gbarc.ca/membership.php

For Sales Send your forsale items to contact@gbarc.ca

Interesting Websites
g

LattePanda IOTA Like a Pi but better
https://www.lattepanda.com/lattepanda-iota

Join us for our weekly get together
“On the Air”

The club meets each Wednesday evening on VE3OSR

146.940
T97.4 hz at 7:30 pm local time,
and on 3.783 Mhz +/- immediately following.

The Last Word -
A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter Newsletter

by submitting news stories or interesting web links or ideas. If you have Sanue!
something then send us an email with https://gbarc.ca/contact.php, and

we will get back to you.

Help US Out Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is

posted? Sign up for our mailing list. No ads and no personal information, your email
address is never shared with anyone else. Subscribe

Join the Radio Amateurs of Canada

Our National Voice https://www.rac.ca/

&
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