
 

 

Tom VA3TS 

 
Our next meeting will be at the Field Day 
site, which has been our tradition for 
many years now. At the meeting we can 

discuss upcoming vacancies in our Executive 
Committee. The President (me) will step down in 
January and the current Vice-President will take over. 
This is a result of our recent constitutional and by-law 
amendments. 
 
This of course will create a vacancy for the Vice-
Presidents position and the good news is, we have 
plenty of time to fill this vacancy. So, if you have 
considered being the President at some point, our 
current setup allows for some time for the incumbent 
to gain knowledge and experience long before 
stepping in to the Presidents shoes. 
 
There may also be vacancies in the Secretary and 
Treasurers role but this will be dependent on the 
wishes of the current incumbents. 
 
This will be the last newsletter till September 
 
We have tried to raise awareness of safety at our 
events and gatherings and field day. To this end a 
forum has been created to contain all things safety 
related. Forums 
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Join us at Elsie's for breakfast, 104 Shane Street, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N7 
8:00 a.m. June to October 
9:00 a.m. November to May 

Read More 

 

Doug VE3DGY

Each month at our club meeting we start off with a Tech Talk. Members are encouraged 
to offer their presentations. Subject can be anything of interest in Ham radio, maybe you 
installed a new radio or antenna, or discovered something new on you-tube. Don't 
assume that what you have isn't good enough. Bring it along for discussion. 

 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Minutes of the Monthly Club Meeting (<-previous months) 
 
Gbarc May minutes           May.26.2026 

 

Executives:Tom Va3ts,president,Dan ve3dny:vice president,Marvin Ve3vcg:past president, 

Bobby Ve3pav:secretary 

 

attendance:Brian va3cqa,Greg,ve3rqy,Adam ve3fp,David ve3wi,Janet va3eac,Kirk ve3kxx,don va3ids,Ryck 

va3ryk,Bernie ve3bqm 

 

Quorum:yes 

 

Tech Talk:Bernie talked and demonstrated his wireless headset paired to his icom 7300 and using a remote for 

voice activation. 

 

Previous minutes:Motion to accept,Dan,2nd:Bernie AIF:all 

 

Treasury report:Motion to accept:Greg,2nd:Janet AIF:all 

 

Old business:Field day will be at the Grey sauble pavilion at Inglis Falls on June 26-27,Bernie will bring his 

BBQ and his trailer for the antenna and Greg will have the tent and a trailer. 

motion to accept:Tom,2nd:Bobby AIF:all 

 

New business 

Field day safety officer 

 

Janet won the 50/50 draw 

Adjourn:motion to adjourn:Bernie,2nd:Dan:AIF:all 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php
https://gbarc.ca/meet.php#elsiesbrkfst
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Thank you for joining our club or renewing your existing annual membership. 
Renewal dues for the 2027 year can be paid anytime after September 1st 2026. 

Click HERE to go to our membership page. thanks 
 
 

Waze.com  an alternative to Google Maps 

https://www.waze.com/en-GB/live-map 

The Iconic aprs.fi App Finally Lands on Android! 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.aprsdroid.app&hl=en_US&pli=1 

Trap Antenna Design Calculator 

https://www.jotrin.com/tool/details/TTXSJJSQ 
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Any radio can be a mobile radio - 

Gord VA3ZTO 

Hi a little about me my first radio was dads old 

Realistic Navaho TRC 30A mounted under the 

back seat of a Suzuki SJ410 (pre Samurai ) 

around the early 1980's.  

I got into trucking in the late 1980's and ran am 

Cobras until 2019 when I changed companies. I 

didn't bother putting a radio in the new truck as I 

was fed up with the crap on 11 meter am. 2022 we 

moved up to Georgian Bluffs and I switched runs . 

I put a radio back in the truck as now I was 

running with another driver Monday nights and on 

the phone Tuesday-Thursday nights. He got me 

interested in sideband and we would bounce radio 

and antenna ideas off each other to stay awake as 

we drove back and forth over night to Davenport 

Ia. from Grimsby On. He also talked about how he 

wished someone had introduced him to Ham as a 

kid as he's been "radio crazy" from a young age,  

lol. Next thing I know it's June 2025 and I just 

passed my Ham test with honours. 

I purchased a used 

Kenwood TS 590S 

from one of the guys 

we talked to on LSB 

38 in Davenport and 

really liked it, so I 

bought myself a 

Christmas present. A 

Kenwood TS890 and 

strapped it onto the 

passenger seat in 

place of the 590. It's a 

bit heavy for lifting in 

and out of the truck so 

most of the time I 

bring the 590. I really 

like the 890 but I don't 

have a lot of time to 

get on it on the 

https://gbarc.ca/contact.php


 

weekends (I know need better time management lol), so the last few weeks the 890 has been back in 

the truck. 

The install was easy as there are both a red and black power 

taps on the fuse panel right in front of the passenger seat so I 

didn't even have to add any length to the stock power wire. The 

antenna mount was also easy as I was already running a 3/8 

threaded mount for an 11 M whip on the passenger side. I am 

currently running Ham sticks, SWR is below 1.5 as they are 

adjustable. I tried an Alpha Moto 6-40 but while it will get me on 

more bands than the Ham sticks, but because they are 

resonant they give me a couple of S units better send and 

receive. I have a Tarheel II on back order to try. It will also be 

used on my Grand Cherokee when I retire. Thinking about an 

Icom 7100 for the Jeep, I'm currently running a Stryker 955 HP 

into a Stryker A10 mag mount antenna in the Jeep. 

Problems. About the only real problem as a lot of things that 

might have been a problem got ironed out running 11 M would 

be that the inverter/fridge in the truck need to be turned off as it 

gives me a couple of S units of noise on 80M. I grounded the radio to the firewall and need to ground 

the Ham stick as well. The drivers side 11M antenna is grounded to the firewall. There are limits to 

what I can do as the trucks are leased company equipment. They have been good about allowing me 

to run the Kenwood in the truck. 

I mostly have just three nets that I join 

as I can't log contacts while driving and 

only have 10 hours off between runs so 

that gets spent sleeping , eating and 

paperwork. 

One note about running radio's in new 

vehicles . The computer likes to control 

all the power coming off the battery so 

you could run into problems if you 

connect directly to the battery. In my 

2021 Grand Cherokee I hooked directly 

to the battery and it went into limp 

mode. I am hooked to the start/stop 

battery and it's fine. 

VA3ZTO Gord Ripley 
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By-Laws 
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Join us for our weekly get together 

 “On the Air” 

The club meets each Wednesday evening on VE3OSR 

146.940  

T97.4 hz  at 7:30 pm local time,  

and on 3.783 Mhz +/- immediately following.  
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Raspi Alternate Power Source
for POTA 

My setup for POTA is an Icom IC-705 using a 

Raspberry PI 3 to run a Debian desktop. Once there I 

run JTDX or WSJT for FT8. I had good luck last 

summer and thought to maybe improve the setup by 

eliminating the usual wall warts that are supplied with 

the raspi as well as the monitor. The raspi uses 5VDC 

and the monitor 18-19VDC. I came across DC-DC 

converters that would supply the required 5v and 18v 

from a single 12VDC battery supply. A bit of 

searching online turned up the required plugs in the 

correct size. The raspi wasn’t too hard to find but to 

get the right one for the monitor took a little longer.  

They worked just fine and allows me to leave the 

inverter and power bar at home. It turns out the load 

on the battery is a mere 1.2A DC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I mounted them on the rear of the monitor using the 

holes already there for wall mounts etc. So that’s 

about it, the keyboard and mouse each have a 

Bluetooth dongle in the pi. So, some experiments to 

follow. Usually, it easy to cause interference with your 

own setup and I am no exception. I set this up on the bench with a 13.8VDC power supply and 

current meter and found the whole thing uses but 1 ¼ amps to power up the PI and the monitor. In 

comparison, This works out to less than 20 watts. The ups I used originally used some 70 watts to 

power this is using the supplied wall warts. So, a power savings indeed and worthwhile when all I 

have is an old auto battery to use. I set this up at home and after 5 hours of operation the battery was 

still going strong. Another plus is that the setup could use a cigar lighter socket instead and use the 

vehicle battery. Lots of options..73 VA3TS 
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The Last Word 
A few words of appreciation to those that contribute to this newsletter by submitting 

news stories or interesting web links or ideas. If you have something then send us 

an email with  https://gbarc.ca/contact.php, and we will get back to you.  

 

Help US Out Would you like to receive email notifications when this newsletter is 

posted? Sign up for our mailing list. No ads and no personal information, your email address is never 

shared with anyone else.  Subscribe 

Join the Radio Amateurs of Canada  

 

Our National Voice https://www.rac.ca/ 
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